
 

Flow Chart for the Management of 
Household Contacts age below 5 (with history of previous BCG vaccination) 

Index case with TB 
        Smear +ve pulm TB                              Smear –ve TB 

CXR + Clinical 
TT + Clinical  (If age < 3 m and 
well, perform TT after 3 month old) 

TT≧10mm Normal 
Abnormal 

TT≦9mm 
Investigate 

Age < 1 Age 1 to 5 

TTa 

TTa≧15mm 

TTa≦14mm 
Discuss for 
treatment of LTBI 
using INAH 
(5mg/kg qd for 6 
months) after 
exclusion of active 
TB. 

Recheck TTb 
at 3 month 

TTb-TTa≧10mm 
or 

TTb≧15mm 

TTb-TTa<10mm 
and TTb≦14mm 

Health education.  
FU at 1 year with 
telephone 
interview & 
outcome at 1 yr 
recorded. 

Discuss for 
treatment of LTBI 
using INAH 
(5mg/kg qd for 3 
months) after 
exclusion of active 
TB. 

Check TT 
at 3 month 

TT≧5mm TT≦4mm 

Complete treatment 
of LTBI for a total of 
6 months.

Stop INAH. 
Give BCG if previously 
given within 2 months 
of starting INAH 
treatment. 

Observe 
CXR 

Health 
education 

If refuses preventive 
treatment, just observe 

Note:  Tuberculin test (TT) is done by intradermal method using 2 TU (in 0.1 ml) of PPD-RT23.  In 
general, the criteria for a positive TT is a reaction at 48-72 hour with diameter of induration at 10 mm 
or above.  However, special criteria for TT is being used in the above flow chart for the special 
groups under consideration.  [5 TU of PPD-S, which is widely used in the United States, is 
equivalent to 2 TU of PPD-RT23.] 
 
(Extracted from Annual Report 2001, TB & Chest Service, Department of Health, Hong Kong) 


