Guide to private hospitals in response to
suspected SARS case

Submit daily report form to Dr Monica Wong, PMO(1) of DH.

Designate a contact person for SARS-related communications.

Respond according to the flowcharts.

Flowchart 1
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Patient suspected to
have SARS on

clinical ground

+  Notify Eegional Offices (RO or
Medical Control Officer (WMOCO).

+ Put patient in isolation room.

+  * Arrange transfer to HA
hospital if necessary.

l

Collect specimens and send to Public
Health Laboratory Centre (PHLC)

(protocol and reqguest form)

Not laboratory-

\ _ confirmed SARS:
" SARS-CoV test Negative

look for alternative

\ at PHLC - dingnosis and

T
TeaAsSsess

Positive

+  Designate management staff to work with RO.

+  Provide contact list of ward staff, ward patients and
visitors to RO for contact tracing.

+  Step up infection control in ward.

+  Freeze ward and no visitors.

+  Active saveillance of clinical SARS in other wards.

+  *Arrange transfer to HA hospital.

* Subject to individual hospital’s facilities, settings and decision.

Flowchart 2
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Private laboratory
reported positive result

for SARS-CoV

+  Notify RODMCO.

+« Put patient in isolation room

+  Send as soon as possible specimens to
PHLC (protocol and reguest form) for
wegent SARS-CoV testing.

+  Provide contact list of ward staff, ward
patients and visitors to BO for contact
tracing once result is confirmed by PHLC.

+  Step up infection control in ward.

«  *Ajrange transfer to HA hospital if

necessary.

f’f\\‘\ Notlaboratory-
SARS-CoV tﬁﬂh NEgﬂﬁVE confirmed SARS:
PHLC - look for alternative
/ diagnosis and

reassess

Positive

+  Freeze ward and no visitors.
+«  Active smrveillance of clinical SAES in other
wards.

*  *Arrange transfer to HA hospital.

* Subject to individual hospital’s facilities, settings and decision.

Flowchart 3
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SARS Alert*

+  Notify ROMCO.

+  Put staff' patient in isolation room while waiting
transfer to HA hospital.

+  Collect specimens for urgent SARS-CoV testing at
PHLC {(protocol and request form)

+  Designate management staff to work with RO.

+  Provide contact list of ward staff, ward patients
and visitors to RO for contact tracing,

+  Step up infection control in ward.

+  Freeze ward and no visitors.

+  Active smveillance of clinical SARS in other

wards.

Mot laboratory-
confirmed SARS:
look for altermative

SARS-Cmm

PHLC

diagnosis and

Ireassess

Positive

Liaise with RO on conducting
further swrveillance, contact

tracing and infection control

*SARS Alert is defined by the WHO as:

Two or more health care workers in the same ward / unit fulfilling the clinical case
definition of SARS and with onset of illness in the same 10-day period.

OR

Hospital acquired illness in three or more persons (health care workers and/or other
hospital staff and/or patients and/or visitors) in the same ward/unit fulfilling the clinical
case definition of SARS and with onset of illness in the same 10-day period.
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