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BEREROCRZFREXNRIL 7 & The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) was

SEABEESREEIEASEMER established three years ago. Thanks to the generous

SHBEETE » AEEEEL contribution of the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities

HEREESRUBICHEREE

Trust, the former Kowloon Hospital School of General
Nursing & Quarters was converted into CHP's

FiERORIAE ~ BHEREFRD investigation, control and resources centre to meet
LR SERLINEE - AEHWEIE the immediate operational needs. Most of the
BEEHT » A ET B R renovation works, including the major risk response

EBEREANMAE  LRKEIMERE

facilities and offices as well as the external facade
of the building have been completed. Colleagues of
IR - BRARAITRBRNASR the Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch moved
BAZENHRAZE  BRIEEH into their new office on the third floor of the building

EMB-+A8TT7 — AR T earlier this year and held a simple and joyful
BB 18 185 5 s housewarming gathering on 20 April with a celebrating
AP m » BIEE 1> e o

BERELRRAMER - REME CHP. Let's have a glance at the new face of the CHP
BF—REEERONHEREG offices. @B

speech given by Dr Thomas TSANG, Controller of
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On the ground floor, there is a lecture theatre for training purpose. The office of Infection Control Branch is also located on this floor.

BHERFEROKRE
The lobby of CHP Building

R THESRRE FEEHZENRIERR
Risk Communication Room is located on the ground floor The interior of Risk Communication Room

—ERESRERENENNAE

On the first floor, you can find the office of Emergency Response and Information Branch.

REEETL

Outbreak Intelligence Centre

EEZHL

Emergency Response Centre

THAERE
Operation Command Office
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Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch (Communicable Disease Division) occupies the third floor of the CHP Building.

ZRESE

. HRERHAE
Reception Area on Central Notification
the third floor Office

MEREEEERERERENEERQME > HEBRSTRENENROENFELE  MEETRZUMRTEER
The fourth floor is the main office of Programme Management and Professional Development Branch (PMPDB). The offices of Community
Liaison Division and Surveillance Section of Survelliance and Epidemiology Branch are also situated at the fourth floor.

d

MEREERE

Conference Room on the fourth floor

NERER  EFHEIRRTR
BRBAZTEARMA
Cake-cutting signified the

inauguration of the newly renovated
SEB offices.

EERE-B
A snapshot taken at the housewarming gathering.
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On the 3rd Anniversary of CHP: Vision Sharing and Way Forward
Interview with Dr Thomas TSANG, Controller of CHP

BEEZEEERORIIN —EENFAA

—RB ' E5E8=% SERLARLFER
Fo LR AR ERRME M AL S
EHNEE - BEMEPORES AHEE
R REBTERZESELEBASNE
B BOMERR

EEBEER_ZEECE=A—HiE
BEERZRBELY HEGEBHEHD
BB o hiEH : TEIEMEROEFEER
THERRBEMN2—  BOMEANETR
BIMRER @ BSZII8SF T3Ry TE&:E » BIE
AFESH| (Real-time surveillance ) ~ &SR
FE (Rapid intervention ) &% F s
BHEM (Responsive risk
communication) ; ©

RIREARRNERRUEENEE B8
A THABLEEEE T‘EEX%IE #
P R E H— L AR A AR AT -
KEEATREFHREEREDRERR
#e

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP)
of the Department of Health (DH) was
established since | June 2004 to strengthen
Hong Kong's public health system against
communicable diseases and other public
health hazards. Now it has come to its
third anniversary. As the head of this
establishment, the Controller of CHP
shoulders the responsibility to lead a multi-
disciplinary workforce in guarding public
health.

Dr Thomas TSANG Ho-fai succeeded Dr
LEUNG Pak-yin as Controller of CHP on
| March 2007. Dr TSANG remarks, 'As a
major unit under the Department of Health,
CHP will strive to protect public health as
its utmost priority. We will at all times
honour our "3R" commitment, namely real-
time surveillance, rapid intervention, and

responsive risk communication.'
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Commenting on the future threats of
infectious diseases to Hong Kong, Dr
TSANG says, 'The landscape is ever changing.
We will be facing a number of new diseases
and new disease trends over the next few
years. Close surveillance and early
intervention will be key to success in

protecting the community.’

Strengthening Local

Community Surveillance

Surveillance of communicable diseases in
the local community enables early detection
of outbreaks and helps limiting their spread.
CHP has been expanding its surveillance
network from public and private clinics to
elderly homes, childcare centres, and most
recently, Traditional Chinese Medicine
Practitioners. Furthermore, planning is
underway to set up an electronic platform
linking different sentinel sites with CHP.
This will further enhance its efficiency and

capability in detecting community epidemics.

Enhancing Regional and

Global Communication

Dr TSANG believes that the defence line
against infectious disease should be
extended well beyond Hong Kong's borders.
In this connection, prompt information
exchange with the Mainland and overseas
countries is paramount. Over the past few
years, communication mechanisms with the
China Ministry of Health and Guangdong
and Macao authorities have been developed
and put into practice successfully. CHP will

continue to liaise closely with regional,
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Dr Thomas TSANG (left) often represents the CHP
to exchange ideas and experiences with overseas
experts.
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overseas, and international health
authorities, so as to secure timely and
important outbreak information at its

fingertips.

Raising Public Awareness in
Preventing Communicable

Diseases

While public awareness against infectious
diseases has become better in recent years
compared with the time before SARS,
maintaining and improving such merit and
compliance on the long run prove a
challenging task. In this regard, Dr TSANG
says, 'In addition to traditional educational
campaigns, one needs to develop new angles,
make use of real cases, and take advantage
of incidents and crises. We also need to
strengthen communication with the media
in disseminating health messages." In April
2007, CHP organised a workshop titled
'Public Health Training for Media Workers'
to give media personnel a better
understanding of DH's functions and
responsibilities and strengthen
communication. The very positive response

told the success of the event.

Building Capacity

Dr TSANG places special emphasis on the
efforts made in capacity building in CHP.
'l am especially thankful to the experts from
various local institutions serving as chairmen

and members of CHP's Scientific

BEEEE (
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Committees. Their expert advice has been
instrumental in our work to improve the
prevention and control of communicable
diseases', he says. Throughout the first three
years, CHP has enhanced its capacity in
contingency planning and exercises, infection
control, field epidemiology and laboratory
expertise, as well as clinical and public health
programmes against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis,
and sexually transmitted infections. With
such notable achievements, nevertheless,
Dr TSANG considers that more work lies
ahead in the future.

Stepping up Health
Promotion

Creating Healthy

Environment and Culture

CHP concerns not only about communicable
diseases, but also the rising threats from
non-communicable diseases such as
coronary heart diseases, diabetes and
cancers. Besides conducting studies to
monitor the local trends of non-
communicable diseases, CHP has also
expanded its horizons in territory-wide
health promotion programmes as in
launching 'EatSmart@school.hk' campaign
and supporting 'Healthy Cities' project to
promote healthy living to the community.
'We are trying not only to undertake health
education, but also to create a healthy
environment and culture. Cross-disciplinary

partnership with community organisations

) HiE [REFSALG] & [KRER] HEEE -

Dr Thomas TSANG (left) participated in the event 'Popular Lunch Box Election cum Fruit Diary Promotion'.
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A number of advisory committees are formed in order to strengthen the communication between CHP and different sectors in the community. The members of the
Risk Communication Advisory Group (above) provide invaluable advice for CHP upon risk communication.
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is most important in the process,' Dr
TSANG explains.

The Way Forward

Dr TSANG sees that there are plenty of
work lying ahead for CHP, including further
development of surveillance and response
systems, review of legislation regarding
infectious diseases, new initiatives in health
promotion, applied research, collaboration
with local and international stakeholders,
and risk communication. A major task is
to develop a Communicable Disease
Information System (CDIS) that will provide
an integrated, instantaneous, and interactive
platform for all users in respect of
communicable diseases. CHP will as always
be attentive to public voices and continue
to provide the community with timely and
accurate information on communicable

diseases.

BEEEER [AHEGEERTES | PHE0E -
Dr Thomas TSANG presented an address of welcome during the workshop 'Public Health Training for Media
Workers'.

CHPIES - &+FHI (6  CHP newsletter Issue 15

Epilogue

Reflecting over the days of SARS, Dr TSANG
recalls the total dedication and
determination of his fellow health care
professionals and civil servants in the fight
against the outbreak. Many colleagues
sacrificed their family time for the all-out
battle against the outrageous epidemic. 'lt
brings out the best of human nature', Dr
TSANG says. 'That cohesion and team spirit
is really our most important strength’. @8
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Launchlng of the Hong Kong Poison Control Network
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In Hong Kong, there are about 400 to 600
people died and 4000 to 5000 people
hospitalised annually as a result of poisoning.
A rising trend of mortality due to poisoning
has also been observed in recent years.
Realising the importance of poisoning as a
public health issue, the Government of Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region is
committed to strengthening the capacities and
facilities in the prevention and control of
poisoning as a new initiative in the 2005 Policy
Address. This initiative aims to enhance and
coordinate the poison prevention and control
efforts of relevant parties and stakeholders
in respect of poison information service, clinical
service, laboratory analytical service and
toxicovigilance.

Aiming to provide quality services to prevent,
manage and control poisoning in Hong Kong,
the Hong Kong Poison Control Network
(HKPCN) was launched on 21 April 2007.
The HKPCN was jointly set up by Department

of Health, Hospital Authority and Chinese
University of Hong Kong, in collaboration with
other government departments and academic
institutions. HKPCN consists of a Coordinating
Committee, an Expert Panel and four
functioning units namely the Hong Kong Poison
Information Centre at United Christian
Hospital, the Poison Treatment Centre at
Prince of Wales Hospital, the Toxicology
Reference Laboratory at Princess Margaret
Hospital, and the Toxicovigilance Section of
DH.The main scope of services of HKPCN
includes the provision of poison information
and consultative services to health care
professionals, poison treatment services,
tertiary level clinical toxicology laboratory
services, toxicovigilance, risk communication,
publicity and education, and professional
training.

The launching ceremony was officiated by Dr
York CHOW, Secretary for Health, Welfare
and Food; Dr TH LEUNG, Acting Director
of Health; Dr PY LEUNG, Director of Quality
and Safety, Hospital Authority; and Professor
Jack CHENG, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Chinese
University of Hong Kong. The launching
programme cum Inaugural Scientific Symposium
featuring the recent advances in poison control
was attended by over 200 professionals from
the medical and public health fields. Speakers
of this event included local, mainland and
overseas experts. @5
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Principal Summit
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School principals play an important role in
decision making and formulation of school
policies and strategies. A Principal Summit
was held by Department of Health on
24 April 2007 in the Lecture Theatre,
Kowloon Tong Education Services Centre
of Education and Manpower Bureau with
some 260 participants attended. The summit
provided feature talks on specific topics of
key relevance to schools. It also provided
an opportunity for direct exchange of views
so as to secure closer collaboration in
preparation for the 'EatSmart@school.hk'
Campaign in 2007/08. @2 )

~\

BRTIEEEEHRE

School Lunches Suppliers Forum
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'EatSmart@school.hk' campaign has been
launched for over half year. Provision of healthy
lunch boxes to schoolchildren has become a
common concern among schools, parents and
the general public. In the past few months,
through frequent visits to and communication

with the school lunch suppliers, CHEU officers
responsible for this campaign has gained much
solid knowledge and understanding of the
holistic picture of school lunch catering; and
it is glad to have learnt that most stakeholders
agree with the goal of promoting healthy eating
in school environment, and are willing to be
actively responsive to schools' and parents'
requests for providing more healthy choices
of lunch to schoolchildren.

In order to maintain bilateral communication

~\

and establish good collaborative relationship
with stakeholders for concerted efforts in
fostering healthy eating in schools, the
Department of Health (DH) organised the
School Lunch Suppliers Forum on 30 March
2007. There were 94 representatives from 24
lunch suppliers attending the event, in which
discussion and view sharing were taken place
on topics such as Database on School Lunch
Suppliers, reference materials on Choosing
School Lunch Supplier and the progress of the
'EatSmart@school.hk' campaign. Furthermore,
potential opportunities for collaboration
between DH and stakeholders such as the
establishment of a working group to strengthen
the training on the nutritional quality of lunch

among collaborators was also explored during
the occasion. @
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Healthy Eating Ambassador Programme

—HZRNEERIZEERALRARE BREREELEERS SN BNERS More than 200 Cub Scouts and Brownies
MERERAGEEE, MRARL » AER ERSRERE, EF  HRANAESR took an oath on 5th May, pledging to help

PREHERRSR WEERILZEE  SEtfI2ENERRE promote good eating habit among their
REXR » It BEBREEE » BZEHER peers, during the launching ceremony of
TMEREIRAGERE, HEEE HEEE ERRAVERE @ the Healthy Eating Ambassador

Programme - an icon under Department
of Health's (DH) 'EatSmart@school.hk'

campaign.

The programme, organised by DH in
collaboration with Scout Association of
Hong Kong and Hong Kong Girl Guides
Association, aimed to encourage some
50,000 Cub Scouts and Brownies to
develop and maintain healthy eating habits.
They will also help spread the messages
across to the community through a range

of community services. @

J

5%@]1‘**5 Snapshots of Events
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B B+ ERERBMF =L & E -

To promote women's health, Community Liaison Division participated in
an activity promoting Cervical Screening Programme 07 held by Tuen Mun
District Council to advise and answer enquiries. Among 50 participants in
the health talk, 27 women signed up for cervical screening service.

HFraaeEeEAEAET  FHAZAGE $H W 8 o O ArmEE e

RBEISHERE(0D)

s

BrRReTRBEERREHTASRERN "5 O BREE(L
BREZE, BRE  EHESNIERET THEREET. R
MERERERE ) BRI E I -

Game booths and exhibition boards on 'l Love Smoke-free Wanchai' and
'EatSmart@school.hk' were set up by Community Liaison Division in the
opening ceremony of 'Let's Join Together to Maintain Good Physical and
Mental Health cum Beautify Power Switch Boxes' kick-off ceremony held
by Wan Chai District Council in Causeway Bay.
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Community §
Liaison Division

conducted two
health talks on
communicable diseases for frontline staff of China Light Power Company
Ltd. Topics of the health talks included influenza pandemic preparedness
and prevention of dengue fever.

a

P RITTHEBNRAE BRI R O A A AR RE 2GS E
Z - BARREEPREEAEACRTMICERAT R o

A group of six officials from the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention
of Servigos de Satide (Department of Health) of the Government of Macao
SAR visited Department of Health. The guests were so generous to feature
in the photo call with representatives of Central Health Education Unit
during their visit.

MtRHRERERE , 2EEERERD » URRRHEREEA
HEEEHHOREETR -

A delegation from Beijing Municipal Health Bureau visited CHP, to exchange

views on prevention and control of diseases and emergency response to
public health incidents.

BN S FI D & BUS it 8 BRI ES S R 4EEE Dr John BIVIANO Zlz5
BEE  BhRERAFACRIAERICE T (FR0EER -

Dr John BIVIANO, Senior Manager of Health Promotion and Chronic Disease
Prevention in the Department of Human Services of Victoria, Australia,
visited Department of Health. Representatives from Central Health Education
Unit shared their experience on health promotion with the guest.

it R R ERER R B R (F  RIFTFADERR IR -
In collaboration with the Salvation Army, a training workshop on the
prevention of communicable diseases was conducted by Community Liaison

Division.

it BRI AHEIREE TEABERNE LR (LEAR) BTR
W TBATM= REREE -
A health talk named "2+3 A Day' was conducted for the staff of Hong Kong

Institute of O i [ | i

Vocational
Education
(Chai Wan),
Vocational
Training
Council by
Community
Liaison
Division.
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Participants of "Workshop for Managerial Cadres on Public Health Emergencies'
of the national Ministry of Health visited CHP, to share experience in
prevention and control of infectious diseases and other aspects.

.Il il LA .|':
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FEMNERERR
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A delegation from

Guizhou Center for
Disease Control and Prevention visited CHP to understand the experience
on control and prevention of AIDS and emergency response to public health
incidents in Hong Kong.

e

AREEGR TR _SSCENA =+ BERFER  #EE
RORERERELR2ENERTFERFEERLEH -
Workshop on Public Health for Media Workers was successfully concluded
on 26 June 2007. Dr Thomas TSANG, Controller of CHP, presented media
workers with certificates and souvenirs.

it ER#% S8R Home Retail
Asia Group Ltd 8T £
M Bh R ARAT o SBEE o

A health talk on influenza
pandemic preparedness was
conducted by Community
Liaison Division for the staff of
Home Retail Asia Group Ltd.

it B2 NBEERNRAR LT ERRRREMN "HERE 2
RERRREZFRE2007 , » WERERREENEL - BRERA
¥ FRTRRTEE B - LURREES TRRIERF ) ARG -
Community Liaison Division arranged information booths on anti-smoking
at the Safety, Health & Environmental Exhibition & General Interest Lectures
2007 which is organised by the Safety and Environmental Protection Office
of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST). In addition,
some health educational resources such as banner, posters and stickers on
'Wash Hands for Better Health' were displayed and distributed on the
campus of HKUST.

BEZMRRIRS T NHERIAE  EARBRA LIS - H5EH
DI EMBRAERR TR R EIEEE AV MR F » BR T HldfE e
b FENREZFRATPRECREERARERBALINER
e

Tuberculosis & Chest Service has produced a set of 4 pamphlets on the
guidelines on prevention and management of TB for the office, elderly
homes/workshop for the handicapped, nurseries/kindergartens, and schools.
Beside the general information and preventive measures for the disease,

m ]

the recommended i
procedures of !—ﬂﬂk; ’:n s ’3 e
handling the ‘ﬁ ‘%

close contacts

of TB patients .

in these settings

are introduced in a ﬁ

S g

these pamphlets.
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The Scientific Advisory Structure -Where collaboration flourishes
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Since the establishment, the Centre for Health
Protection (CHP) has been emphasising on
the collaboration with various stakeholders
and partners concerned about health protection
in Hong Kong. The collaboration takes the

form of a Scientific Advisory Structure,in which
the Board of Scientific Advisers (BOSA) and
Scientific Committees (SCs) provide forums
for experts from various disciplines,
organisations and sectors to share and
contribute on major health issues related to
infectious diseases.

In the past three years, BOSA and various SCs
have discussed a wide range of important issues

on infectious diseases. Recommendations

related to strategies on prevention and control
have been developed and many of them are
being adopted at the policy level. In the future,
CHP will continue to foster this valuable
collaboration under the Scientific Advisory
Structure. To further enhance scientific
exchange between CHP and local experts,
CHP plans to organise a Symposium in 2008
to highlight the major achievements of the
BOSA and SCs, and to share experience in

combating important infectious diseases. @
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Summer has just arrived, and CHP has come

to its third anniversary on | June.

It is our honour to have interviewed
Dr Thomas TSANG, the new Controller
of CHP. Dr TSANG reviewed the
establishment of CHP and experience gained,
and shared his visions of CHP for getting

prepared for future pandemic challenges.
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In addition, we have some fascinating news
about the newly renovated CHP Building.
The Principal Submit and School Lunches
Suppliers Forum of the 'EatSmart@school.hk'
campaign are also included in this issue.
Please enjoy your reading of this issue and

get more about the details!

We welcome suggestions. Please fax them
to our Editorial Board at 2591 6127 or email

to rcag@dh.gov.hk. P




