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7 January 2015 
 
 

Dear Doctor, 
 

Statutory reporting of “Invasive pneumococcal disease” 
 

 In order to enhance surveillance of invasive pneumococcal disease so that we 
can monitor the situation in Hong Kong more accurately thus leading to appropriate 
public health strategies, we would like to inform you that the Prevention and Control of 
Disease Ordinance (Cap.599) has been amended to include “invasive pneumococcal 
disease” in the list of scheduled infectious diseases, with effect from 9 January, 2015. 
Invasive pneumococcal disease is also listed as one of the notifiable diseases in other 
developed countries such as Australia, Canada and New Zealand. 
 

Invasive pneumococcal disease is a group of severe infectious diseases caused 
by the bacterium Streptococcus pneumoniae.  The disease may present in various forms 
such as meningitis, sepsis or severe pneumonia and may be life threatening. It can occur 
in persons of any age but the mortality is substantially higher for people under 2 years of 
age and elders aged 65 years or above.  Other at risk groups of severe invasive 
pneumococcal disease include persons who have history of clinical invasive 
pneumococcal disease, are immunocompromised, have underlying chronic illnesses, or 
have cochlear implants. 
 

The disease can be caused by over 90 serotypes of pneumococci.  From 2007 
to June 2014, there were 1 108 cases of invasive pneumococcal disease recorded by the 
laboratory surveillance system in Hong Kong.  The overall annual incidence per 100 
000 population varied from 1.7 to 2.5.  To prevent this disease, pneumococcal 
vaccination has been introduced into the Childhood Immunisation Programme in Hong 
Kong since September 2009.  Moreover, pneumococcal vaccination has also been 
introduced into the Government Vaccination Programme and the Elderly Vaccination 
Subsidy Scheme for elders aged 65 years or above. 
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In view of the potential rapid progression of invasive pneumococcal disease in 
children, early diagnosis and appropriate antibiotic treatment should be the mainstay of 
management. Macrolide resistance is frequent among local isolates of Streptococcus 
pneumoniae. Therefore, macrolides should not be the first line of treatment for community 
acquired pneumonia in children. Additional information on the local susceptibility of 
pneumococcal isolates to various beta-lactams could be obtained from the IMPACT 
guideline which is available as IOS/Android Apps.  
http://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/reducing_bacterial_resistance_with_impact.pdf 
 

Medical practitioners are reminded to notify the Department of Health any 
confirmed cases of invasive pneumococcal disease. Please report to the Central 
Notification Office (CENO) of the Centre for Health Protection via fax (2477 2770) using 
the reporting forms attached, phone (2477 2772) or CENO On-line 
(http://www.chp.gov.hk/ceno). The case definition and reporting criteria of invasive 
pneumococcal disease are attached in Appendix I for your reference. The case definition 
is also available on CENO On-line website. Reporting doctors are required to fill in the 
reporting forms (Appendix II and Appendix III). 

 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continuous support in 

combating infectious disease in Hong Kong. 
 
 
 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 

(Dr SK CHUANG) 
Consultant Community Medicine (Communicable Disease) 

Centre for Health Protection 
Department of Health 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/reducing_bacterial_resistance_with_impact.pdf
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Appendix I 
 
Case definition and reporting criteria of invasive pneumococcal disease 
(Effective on 9 January 2015) 
 
Reporting criteria 
 
All confirmed cases of invasive pneumococcal disease should be reported to the Centre 
for Health Protection 
 
Case definition  
 
Description 
 
Invasive pneumococcal disease is a group of severe infectious diseases caused by the 
bacterium Streptococcus pneumoniae.  The disease may present in various forms such as 
meningitis, sepsis or severe pneumonia and may be life threatening. The disease can 
occur in persons of any age but the mortality is substantially higher for people at 
extremes of age (children under 2 years of age and elders aged 65 years or above).   
 
 
Laboratory Criteria 
 
Any one of the following: 

 Isolation of Streptococcus pneumoniae from a normally sterile site (e.g. blood,  
cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), joint, pleural or pericardial fluid) ; or 

 Detection of Streptococcus pneumoniae DNA from a normally sterile site. 
 
Confirmed case 
 
A clinically compatible case that is laboratory confirmed. 



- 4 - 

 

Appendix II 
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Appendix III 
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