
It has been a year since the Department of Health
established the Centre for Health Protection (CHP) on 1 June
2004 to strengthen the public health system in Hong Kong. In
the development of this public health infrastructure, the Hong
Kong Jockey Club, public health figures and the local
stakeholders of the CHP has been providing their unfailing
support.  At the first anniversary of the CHP, let us share their
words and expectations for the CHP.
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I am pleased to witness that, shortly after its
establishment in June 2004, the Centre for Health
Protection (CHP) has successfully laid a solid
foundation for the development of our public health
infrastructure and emergency response capacity.
The CHP has built close alliances with the Mainland’s
Ministry of Health and health authorities in the
region to facilitate regular exchange of disease information and timely notification
of infectious disease outbreaks. It has also drawn up the preparedness plan for
influenza pandemic and spearheaded drills to test our preparedness for
outbreaks of unknown communicable diseases.  Moreover, the CHP is developing
a strategic framework to tackle non-communicable diseases.

The importance of public health protection cannot be over-emphasized,
and there are high public expectations on the CHP.  I am confident that with the
determination, perseverance and concerted efforts of colleagues both in the public
and private sector, the CHP would grow on from strength to strength, enhancing
our preparedness and making Hong Kong a safe and healthy city.

Last but not least, I would like to express my deep appreciation for everyone
who has contributed to the work of the CHP, in particular, the Hong Kong Jockey
Club, which has generously contributed $500 million to support the establishment
of the CHP.
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Dr York YN CHOW
Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food

Protecting Hong Kong’s Health
through Professional Collaboration
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Entering a new health era:

The Centre for Health Protection is already taking Hong
Kong into a new era of effective prevention and control of
disease and other health hazards.  On behalf of the Hospital
Authority, I congratulate the Department of Health on the sure
and rapid progress of the Centre’s activities since June 2004.

On this first anniversary, the Hospital Authority is honoured
to be a close partner of the Centre for Health Protection.  We are
committed to using our own professional capacity and endeavours
in synergy with the work of the Centre to help shape Hong Kong
into an even healthier community.

I am confident that our partnership will offer a firm blueprint
for the future.
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club donated HK$500 million for the
establishment of the Centre for Health Protection.  By enhancing
local capabilities to deal with health threats, we can make Hong
Kong a healthier place to live.

We are pleased to see that our donation is being deployed
effectively, evidenced by the progress made in enhancing
the communicable disease surveillance networks, laboratory
services, preparation of emergency response plans and
development of a structured epidemiology training programme,
among many other initiatives.

I congratulate the Centre on its first anniversary and wish the
Centre every success in its endeavours.

On the first anniversary of the establishment of the Centre
for Health Protection (CHP), I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all
the members of the Advisory Committee on CHP for all their
support and tireless efforts in setting up the CHP.

The hard work and contributions of members of the
Advisory Committee was pivotal in bringing the concept of CHP
into fruition in a year’s time and making it one of the centres of
excellence of disease prevention and control in the region.

I am sure that the CHP would continue to strive to upgrade
our health protection system, enhance our preparedness and
rise to the public health challenges in the years ahead.
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Mrs Carrie YAU
Chairman, Advisory Committee on Centre for Health Protection
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Dr William HO
Chief Executive, Hospital Authority
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Mr Ronald ARCULLI
Chairman, The Hong Kong Jockey Club
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Professor LEE Shiu Hung
Member of the Board of Scientific Advisers

Health goes beyond the concern of the health care profession.  It requires the joint
efforts and sustained action of all sectors of the population. I congratulate the Department of
Health in establishing the Centre for Health Protection and I wish the Centre continuing
success in its works.

Professor LAU Yu Lung
Chairman of the Scientific Committee on AIDS

Year 2004, with its connotations of resilience and innovation, marked the recovery of
Hong Kong from the SARS outbreak and the formation of the Centre for Health Protection
(CHP) in Hong Kong. On the occasion of the first anniversary of the CHP, on behalf of the
Scientific Committee on Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, I sincerely express my
best wishes for the continued success of the CHP in the quest for excellence in disease
prevention and control in Hong Kong.
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Professor Joseph SUNG Jao Yiu
Member of the Board of Scientific Advisers

I add my heartfelt congratulations on the first anniversary of the Centre for Health
Protection (CHP), Department of Health. Under the capable leadership of Dr PY LAM and Dr
PY LEUNG, we have witnessed the establishment of an energetic and proactive “army” in
Hong Kong protecting the public against various health hazards. I look forward to seeing the
CHP taking a leading role in public health of the Asia Pacific region.

Dr Gabriel LEUNG
Chairman of the Scientific Committee on Advanced Data Analysis and
Disease Modelling

Warmest congratulations to the CHP for a first year of superlative achievements! In
partnership with service colleagues, our Committee reviewed and set criteria for evaluating
public health priorities, completed a model-based risk assessment for Japanese encephalitis
and developed novel statistical methods for detecting aberrations in influenza surveillance. We
look forward to continuing this productive relationship to protect and improve the public's health.
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Professor YUEN Kwok Yung
Chairman of the Scientific Committee on Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases

My congratulations to the outstanding achievements of the CHP in its first anniversary!
The CHP was set up under the DH to harness the capacity to disease prevention and control
in Hong Kong, and our Scientific Committee has provided the state-of-the-art advice on the
Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases. With the potential threat of influenza pandemic, we have
advised on the Framework of Government’s Preparedness Plan for Influenza Pandemic and
the stockpiling of antivirals; we have also issued  "A General Guide to Doctors: Antiviral Use
for Novel Influenza Treatment and Prophylaxis". We look forward to further success of
the CHP through close collaboration with the scientific advisory structure and various
community stakeholders to protect our citizens’ health.
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Dr SETO Wing Hong
Chairman of the Scientific Committee on Infection Control

On the occasion of the first anniversary of the Centre for Health Protection, I wish
to extend, on behalf of the Scientific Committee on Infection Control, our warmest
congratulations to the CHP for your achievements.  Over the past one year, the CHP has
developed a professional and competent workforce in the prevention and control of
diseases in a timely fashion. As you mark this important milestone, you may reflect with
pride upon the important role CHP has played in safeguarding the public health in Hong
Kong.  Please accept my best wishes for every success in the years to come.

Professor Tony NELSON
Chairman of the Scientific Committee on Enteric Infections and
Foodborne Diseases

Post-SARS, publicizing infectious and non-communicable diseases may heighten
people's perception of risk. Yet over time, a well informed public will contribute to a healthier
community. In its first year the CHP, with its Scientific Committees, has made important
progress in ensuring that Hong Kong has the best protection strategies available.

Mr Aaron WAN Chi Keung
Convenor of the Risk Communication Advisory Group (RCAG)

The RCAG is formed to advise on the formulation of risk communication
strategies for the CHP. Over the past one year, we have advised the CHP on its action
plans and encouraged cross-sectoral collaboration in various health promotion
programmes. In the coming three years, the RCAG will continue to focus on establishing
and reinforcing communication networks and adopting a variety of channels and means
to faci l i tate r isk communicat ion of both communicable diseases and
non-communicable diseases. May I take this opportunity to wish the CHP every success
in the future.
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Professor John SIMON
Chairman of the Scientific Committee on Vector-borne Diseases (SCVBD)

The SCVBD congratulates the Centre for Health Protection (CHP) on its first
anniversary and on the excellent work it has already done. In the last year the CHP has
adopted recommendations from the SCVBD on the control and management of
Dengue fever and Japanese Encephalitis. This work will continue and the scope will
also encompass diseases such as Malaria, Rickettsial disease and West Nile Virus
Infections.

Professor LEUNG Nai Kong
Chairman of the Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases

In the past one year, the Centre for Health Protection has played an active role in
the prevention and control of different diseases.  Through the setting up of Scientific
Committees, collaboration and partnership with local experts are strengthened and it
has been a successful advancement.  Congratulations !
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