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Purpose 

 

1. This paper outlines a proposal on a public health training workshop for 

media partners to be conducted in 2014.  

 

Background 

 

2. Effective prevention and control of diseases depends on the understanding, 

cooperation and partnership of the community.  It has long been 

recognized that mass media has strong influence on dissemination of 

health information.  It is considered worthwhile in strengthening the 

capacity of the local media to improve their effectiveness in 

communicating health risks to members of the community in order that 

preventive and protective actions can be taken in a timely and appropriate 

manner. 

 

3. In regard to the above, the Centre for Health Protection (CHP) launched 

three workshops on Public Health for Media Workers in previous years in 

April 2007, April 2009 and August 2012.  The workshops were 

conducted in the form of seminars.  The main topics of the seminars 

included disease surveillance; prevention and control of communicable 

diseases; health promotion activities and strategies for prevention of 

non-communicable diseases; introduction of health statistics; and 

application of disease modeling.   

 

4. In each of the above-mentioned workshops, the event was well-received 

with about 20-30 participants from over 20 media organizations.  The 



2 

   

participants expressed that the workshops had helped improve the working 

relationship among the public health and media workers, and could help 

enhance their understanding on public health as well as the CHP’s 

functions.  Hence, it was suggested that similar workshop could be 

conducted at intervals to maintain the close working relationship between 

public health workers and media partners. 

 

5. In the workshop held in 2012, a buffet luncheon was provided for all the 

participants and speakers after the seminar was finished.  It helped to 

provide a friendly and comfortable environment for free discussions and 

interaction among the media workers and speakers. 

 

Aim of the Workshop for Media Partners 2014 

 

6. To provide a forum for the public health officers and the media partners to 

have more in-depth discussion on specific public health topics, so as to 

reinforce the understanding and collaboration between them and facilitate 

the dissemination of relevant information to the public.   

 

Proposed Training Plan 

 

7. The workshop will be organised with arrangement similar to those held in 

previous years.  It will be a two-hour session to be conducted on a 

Thursday morning (10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.) around end of August 2014 

in the Risk Communication Centre of the CHP.  The target audience will 

be journalists working in the health beat, with preference for junior 

journalists with less than 2 years of working experience in the media.  

There will be around 30 places for media partners.  Recruitment will be 

by invitations sent to all Chinese language media.  Candidates will be 

nominated by the organisation in which they serve.  

 

8. Two to three topics will be covered in the workshop so that each topic will 

have around 35 minutes for presentation and discussion.  Speakers will 

be invited to conduct the Workshop in a more interactive way.  Apart 

from colleagues from the Department, external speakers (e.g. 

representative of the Scientific Committees or academics) may also be 

invited to present in the workshop so that views from different angles can 

be shared.   
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9. Some media workers were contacted earlier to give suggestions on the 

topics for discussion.  After considering their proposals and the relevance 

with the work of the CHP, several topics are proposed for consideration: 

 Breast Cancer Prevention and Screening 

 PHLSB's detection of influenza viruses and subsequent subtyping 

 Prevention of HIV/AIDS through collaboration with community 

organizations. 

 

10. A buffet luncheon may be considered to be organised for all workshop 

participants and speakers following the seminar to provide opportunity for 

follow-up discussion on the health topics. 

 

11. Evaluation will be conducted through analysis of pre- and post-test for the 

participants and opinion forms collected at the end of each session. 

 

Advice sought 

 

12. Members of RCAG are invited to comment on the proposed plan of the 

workshop. 

 

RCAG Secretariat 

Centre for Health Protection 

Department of Health 

May 2014 

 


