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Risk Communication & Public Education on 

Prevention of Zika Virus Infection 

 

 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this paper is to brief RCAG Members on the risk 

communication and publicity work by the Centre for Health Protection 

(CHP) of the Department of Health (DH) in respect of Zika virus infection. 

 

Background 

 

Zika virus infection is a mosquito-borne disease caused by Zika virus. The 

virus was first isolated from a rhesus monkey in Zika forest of Uganda in 

1947, and then from mosquitoes in the same forest in 1948 and from human 

in Nigeria in 1954. 

 

Zika virus infection is endemic in some parts of Africa and Asia, and was 

first identified in the South Pacific after an outbreak on Yap Island in the 

Federated States of Micronesia in 2007. Prevalence of Zika virus infection 

has been detected in the Americas since 2014, with the outbreak of Zika 

virus infection in Brazil starting in mid-2015. 

 

In response to the rapid spreading of the Zika epidemic, the World Health 

Organization declared at the emergency meeting held on 1 February 2016 

that the relationship between Zika virus infection and the recent cases of 

microcephaly in infants and other neurological disorders constituted a 

Public Health Emergency of International Concern. 
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Local Situation 

 

Zika virus is primarily transmitted to humans through bites of Aedes 

mosquitoes, and Aedes aegypti is considered the most important vector for 

Zika virus transmission to humans. Although Aedes aegypti is currently not 

found in Hong Kong, other Aedes mosquito species such as Aedes 

albopictus are also considered potential vectors. Since Aedes albopictus is 

widely present locally, there is a risk of secondary spread of imported 

infection in Hong Kong. Furthermore, extensive international travel will 

increase the risk of imported Zika virus cases in Hong Kong. 

 

Publicity and Public Education 

 

To increase the public awareness of Zika virus infection, a dedicated 

webpage on Zika virus infection has been set up under the CHP website 

with information including disease update, press release, letters to various 

sectors, prevention and travel advice, and Frequently Asked Questions. 

 

The CHP of the DH have produced various health education materials, such 

as leaflets, pamphlets and posters. They were widely distributed in the 

community. Targeting ethnic minority (EM) groups in Hong Kong, the EM 

versions (Hindi, Nepali, Urdu, Thai, Bahasa Indonesia and Tagalog) of the 

leaflets were also available. 

 

New Announcements in the Public Interest (APIs) of television and radio 

were produced and broadcast in TV and radio channels respectively. 

Broadcast of the TV API were stepped up in other places such as public and 

private clinics, construction site resting areas and border control points. 

 

Health information has also been delivered via CHP Facebook Fanpage, 

CHP YouTube Channel, media interviews and the 24-hour health education 

hotline. Broadcast of other APIs (Prevention of Mosquito Bites and 

Anti-mosquito measures in winter) were stepped up to alert members of the 

public on prevention of mosquito bites and proliferation.  

 

Risk Communication & Engagement of Stakeholders 

 

The CHP of the DH has always been working closely with various 

stakeholders, such as government bureaux/departments (including the Home 

Affairs Department, the Transport Department and the Housing Department), 
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transport operators, hotel and guesthouse associations, Housing Authority, 

Housing Society, property management companies, EM groups, District 

Councils, Healthy Cities projects (HCPs) at the district level and 

non-governmental organisations (NGOs), to provide them with regular 

updates on the latest disease situation and solicit their collaboration in 

disseminating relevant health information. 

 

Besides, the DH has organised various health education activities and 

provided health advice on the prevention of Zika virus infection, personal 

and environmental hygiene, targeting the general public as well as specific 

sectors of the community including athletes and their personnel who would 

enroll the upcoming 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games in Rio De 

Janeiro, Brazil. Health talks and briefings were provided for hotel and guest 

house industry personnel, transport operators, property management 

companies, ethnic minority groups, Auxiliary Medical Service, 

Occupational and Health Safety Council, HCPs and NGOs with an aim to 

widely promulgate the health information and solicit their support to 

disseminate the advice to others so that public could adopt proper preventive 

measures. 

 

Advice Sought  

 

Members are invited to note the contents of this paper. 

 

 

Central Health Education Unit 

Centre for Health Protection 

Department of Health 

May 2016 

 


