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Whatlisjthe)type) offvaccing) ‘ Is the) vaceine) safe?
I;ecommend'ed f,@JT e|der|w QQKSOT]SI? Pneumococcal vaccine is safe. Slight swelling and pain at the
injection site may occur shortly following vaccination. If a
second dose of 23vPPV is given, such reactions may be more
severe but they will resolve within a few days without treatment.

-

Streptococcus  pneumoniae  (commonly known as

neumococcus) is a kind of bacteria that may normally be . .
P ) y y There are different types of pneumococcal vaccines currently

found in the airways of healthy people. It may be passed to registered for use in Hong Kong. The Scientific Committee on

* KFoew/te armrange)the)vaccination?
Elderly persons aged 65 or above, who have never received
pneumococcal vaccination, may obtain one-off subsidised
vaccination from a private medical doctor enrolled in the
Elderly Vaccination Subsidy Scheme. Those who are
receiving Comprehensive Social Security Assistance, holding
valid Certificate for Waiver of Medical Charges* or having
chronic medical problems attending public clinics may
receive free vaccination through the Department of Health or

the Hospital Authority.

*The above holders of valid Certificate for Waiver of Medical Charges must be
Hong Kong residents. ’
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others via droplets generated by sneezing or coughing, or Vaccine Preventable Diseases recommends elderly persons aged

through contact with objects soiled with nasal or cough 65 or above to receive 23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide

discharges. While the germs usually cause a mild infection of vaccine (23vPPV).

the paranasal sinus or the middle ear, it can lead to more

severe infection of the lungs, blood stream and membranes of . . .
This vaccine can protect against 23 pneumococcal serotypes. Its

the brain, known as invasive pneumococcal diseases (IPD). effectiveness against IPD among healthy adults is as high as 50 -

When this occurs, hearing and brain function damage or even 809%. It is suitable for use in people aged 2 years or above.

death may result.
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Elderly persons are at a higher risk of developing severe
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Whatother vaccinations)
should elderly persons; receive?

Elderly persons are also at a higher risk of developing serious
illnesses and complications when they get influenza. Hence,
elderly persons aged 65 years or above should receive
pneumococcal vaccination once and influenza vaccination
every year. This will further lower their risk of hospitalisation
and death. Pneumococcal vaccination and influenza
vaccination can be administered at the same time but at
different injection sites. Please consult the doctors for details.

disease from this infection. Hence, elderly persons aged 65 or Not to be given to persons who :

above who have never had pneumococcal e Have experienced severe allergic reaction(s)

vaccination before should get vaccinated & o« after a previous dose ;

health! * Arereceiving chemotherapy or radiotherapy.
once to protect your health!
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For more information, please visit the Centre for Health Protection website www.chp.gov.hk
* ‘ or call the enquiry number 2125 2125. Printed by Department of Health, HKSARG
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