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Since the outbreak of the Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic, the DH has been working
diligently to safeguard the health of the people of
Hong Kong and adopting innovation and technology
actively in its antfi-epidemic work. This issue of CHP
Newsletter features various information technology
systems which were developed to support the anti-
epidemic work.
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This publication is produced by the Centre for Health
Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
If you have any comments or opinion regarding the CHP
Newsletter, you may fax it to 3188 0594; email to chp_
newsletter@dh.gov.hk; or write to our Editorial Board at Room 220,
2/F, CHP Building, 147C Argyle Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
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Since the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, all staff of the DH have
always been at the forefront in the fight against the epidemic and
working diligently to launch various anti-epidemic measures to
protect the public health of Hong Kong.

In the past year, the Health Informatics and Technology Office
(HITO), a new arm under the DH, has launched various information
technology (IT) systems in a short period of time to provide more
efficient and precise working platforms to frontline staff with an
aim to raise the effectiveness of anti-epidemic work. The new
dedicated IT systems in support of various aspects in combating
COVID-19 include the Electronic Health and Quarantine
Information Declaration System (e-Health & Quarantine
Information Declaration System), the COVID-19 Case Handling
and Information Sharing Portal (Case Portal), the Quarantine
Centre Management System (QCMS) and the Fixed Penalty
Information System (FPIS).
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One-stop IT Solution Facilitates Implementation
of Quarantine Measures

The DH rolled out the electronic health declaration system in early 2020
to replace the hand-written health declaration forms. The system was
subsequently upgraded as the e-Health & Quarantine Information
Declaration System to provide greater convenience for inbound
fravellers, as well as to enhance the efficiency and precision of quarantine
arrangement. Currently, inbound travellers can make use of their
smartphone or mobile device to fill in and submit the electronic Health
Declaration Forms online prior to their arrival in Hong Kong. The e-Health &
Quarantine Information Declaration System will then generate QR codes
in different colours. Travellers can save the QR code or screen capture for
declaration purpose upon arrival, making the process fast and convenient.

Upon arrival, the staff of the DH could review travellers’ declared
information through the system by only scanning their QR codes.
Compulsory quarantine orders can be issued after assessment. The staff
of the DH can also obtain the results of COVID-19 testing of inbound
fravellers arriving at the Hong Kong International Airport conducted at the
Temporary Specimen Collection Centre through the system. Travellers with
positive test results will be admitted to hospitals for treatment, while their
close contacts will also be immediately arranged to be sent fo quarantine
centres (QCs). Connected to the QCMS, the system enables QCs to make
preparation for receiving the close contacts in advance.
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Hong Kong residents returning to Hong Kong from the Mainland or Macao
via land boundary control points under the Return2hk Scheme can
tfransmit valid negative nucleic acid test results directly to the e-Health
& Quarantine Information Declaration System through ‘Yuekang Code’
or ‘Macao Health Code’. Hong Kong residents who have successfully
reserved a quota and fulfiled the specified conditions will obtain a *‘Green’
QR code. The ‘Green’ QR code facilitates identification by officers at
the control points. Dedicated channels are set up at the Shenzhen Bay
Control Point and Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Hong Kong Port for
‘Green’ QR code holders. This greatly reduces the fime required for entry
quarantine procedures and workload of staff of the DH.

Case Portal Enables More Effective Contact
Tracing

Launched at the end of 2020, the Case Portal is an important tool to assist
the Communicable Disease Branch of the CHP and its Contact Tracing
Office (CTO) in carrying out epidemiological investigation and contact
fracing of confirmed and preliminary positive COVID-19 cases.

The Case Portal linked with systems of various relevant organisations
and government departments, including the Hospital Authority (HA),
designated laboratories, Lands Department, Immigration Department,
Social Welfare Department and Housing Department, to obtain the
necessary and lafest information to identify close contacts for quarantine
and break the transmission chain as soon as possible.

Through the Case Portal, the CTO could receive COVID-19 test results
directly and investigation and control actions could be initiated in a swift
manner. The Case Portal supports information collection, integration,
verification and analysis, which assists the CTO in investigating cases,
tfracing contacts, issuing quarantine orders and isolation orders and
arranging admission of positive cases with the HA. Relevant departments
can jointly use the related information in the entire process via the Case
Portal fo coordinate the anti-epidemic work and enhance effectiveness.

Transfer
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An Integrated and Efficient QCMS

The Government has set up a number of QCs including the Penny’s Bay
Quarantine Centre for close contacts of confirmed cases to undergo
mandatory quarantine. The Civil Aid Service (CAS) is responsible for the
daily management of the QCs, such as registration of persons under
quarantine, allocation and management of rooms, provision of daily
necessities and handling access control of the QCs. Medical professionals
from the DH is responsible for providing 24 hours medical support in the
medical posts set up in the QCs, including medical surveillance, primary
medical service, health monitoring, hospital referrals and permission to
‘temporary leave under exceptional circumstances’.

Launched in August 2020,
the QCMS has significantly
facilitated the frontline staff
of the CAS and the DH in
carrying out their duties. The
QCMS has functions such as
check-in registration, room
occupancy monitoring and
movement record of persons
under quarantine. The instant
information shared facilitates
the smooth operation of the QCs. Officers from different posts are able
to timely keep abreast of the latest conditions of the persons under
quarantine.

The QCMS is also connected to the e-Health & Quarantine Information
Declaration System and the Case Portal, which enables staff in the QCs
to make arrangements in advance for a smoother and faster admission
process for close contacts. The medical professionals in the QCs can
also obtain the test reports of the persons under quarantine through the
QCMS, so that those with positive test results will be admitted to hospital for
freatment as soon as possible.
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BIfE The Way Forward

FPIS Strengthens Law Enforcement

In response to the outbreak of COVID-19, several new legislations have
been enacted one after another. Among them, the following four
regulations have fixed penalty mechanism, including the Prevention
and Conftrol of Disease (Requirements and Directions) (Business and
Premises) Regulation (Cap. 599F), the Prevention and Control of Disease
(Prohibition on Group Gathering) Regulation (Cap. 599G), the Prevention
and Control of Disease (Wearing of Mask) Regulation (Cap 5991) and the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons)
Regulation (Cap 599J). Offenders are liable to a fixed penalty.

At present, enforcement work of the relevant legislations involved various
government departments. The FPIS automatically collects payment
records from the Hongkong Post so that various departments can review
the payment status quickly and take follow-up actions timely, such
as issuing demand notices and dispute nofification forms and taking
out prosecution. The FPIS is also connected to the Judiciary, providing
succinct access to information on referrals and judgments. Consolidating
enforcement work from various departments, the FPIS facilitates monitoring
of enforcement work and strengthens law enforcement of various
departments,
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The Government has been actively
adopting innovation and technology
to support the anti-epidemic work for a
more precise and effective epidemic
control to safeguard public health.

The HITO will continue to develop new
electronic systems fo enable data sharing
among frontline staff and to enhance
synergy effect of the anti-epidemic work.
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Mother-to-child tfransmission (MTCT) is the major route of hepatitis B
virus (HBV) fransmission and the main reason for its prevalence in Hong
Kong. Hence, preventing MTCT of HBV is a major focus in the Hong Kong
Viral Hepatitis Action Plan 2020 - 2024. In addition to providing universal
hepatitis B screening for pregnant women, hepatitis B immunoglobulin

administration for newborns of infected mothers and universal neonatal
vaccination, the Government has also launched the initiative of
providing anfiviral freatment for pregnant women with high viral load to
further reduce the risk of MTCT.

Aiming tfo raise public awareness of hepatitis, World Hepatitis Day falls on
28 July every year. The DH adopts"Stop motherto-child transmission to
realise a hepatitis B-free generation” as the theme for World Hepatitis
Day this year, focusing on promoting various measures for preventing
MTCT of HBV. To provide targeted education for pregnant women with
hepatitis B, the Viral Hepatitis Control Office (VHCO) produced a series of
education materials, including a video and pamphlets in multi-language.
Online public talk and confinuing education activities for healthcare
workers were also organised.

For more information, please visit the website of the VHCO: www.
hepatitis.gov.hk
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World Tuberculosis Day 2021 - The Clock is Ticking
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World Tuberculosis (TB) Day falls on 24 March each year to commemorate
the day in 1882 when the German bacteriologist Dr Robert Koch
announced his discovery of the bacterium that causes TB, the TB bacillus.
The discovery inspires research and knowledge on TB. At present, TB s still
one of the prevalent infectious diseases worldwide. There are still 4,000 to
5,000 reported cases in Hong Kong each year. TB remains a disease that
requires public attention.

The DH jointly organised the *World TB Day” Virtual Kick-off Ceremony
cum Health Talk and Exhibition with the Hong Kong Tuberculosis, Chest
and Heart Diseases Association and the Hospital Authority this year where
the public could participate via internet platform. By doing so, the DH
disseminated promotional information on TB prevention to the public.

The Tuberculosis & Chest Service (The Service) of the DH plays a key role
in the prevention and control of TB in Hong Kong. In addition to providing
outpatient service primarily to patients suffering from TB by 17 chest clinics
throughout the territory, the Service also strives to prevent and control TB
proactively through surveillance and monitoring of the disease.
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Recommendations from the Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases and'Scientific
Committee on Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases and Chief Executive's Expert Advisory Panel

In the past few months (January to July 2021), the Joint Scientific
Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases and the Scientific
Committee on Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases (JSC) under the CHP of
the DH, joined by the Chief Executive's expert advisory panel (EAP), have
issued consensus interim recommendations on the priority groups for
receiving COVID-19 vaccines and the use of COVID-19 vaccines in Hong
Kong (with focus on Comirnaty, AstraZeneca and CoronaVac vaccines).
A consensus interim recommendation on the use of Comirnaty among
frail elderly in Hong Kong was issued in February 2021, with an updated
consensus inferim recommendation issued in June 2021. In addition, the
JSC-EAP had reviewed and issued consensus interim recommendations
on the use of MRNA vaccines for pregnant and lactating women and
for adolescents. Other issues discussed include COVID-19 vaccination for
persons with previous COVID-19 infection, interchangeability of COVID-19
vaccines, co-administration of COVID-19 vaccines with seasonal influenza
vaccines and consideratfions about giving a third dose of COVID-19
vaccine for fully vaccinated persons. Apart from the use of COVID-19
vaccines, the JSC-EAP has issued consensus interim recommendations
regarding quarantine requirements for fully vaccinated close contacts
of locally acquired cases of COVID-19 and for fully vaccinated inbound

travellers.

The recommendations are accessible at the CHP website (https://www.
chp.gov.hk/en/static/24008.html).
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The Cancer Expert Working Group on Cancer Prevention and Screening Publishes
Latest Recommendations on Prevention and Screening for Breast Cancer
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At the 15™ meeting of the Cancer Coordinating Committee
held in June 2020, the Committee endorsed the
recommendations on breast cancer screening updated
by its Cancer Expert Working Group on Cancer Prevention

FELEE ERHAMERT 2 - ERITF/
HEBEERALRRAANEGESR BT
R K TR AEHERE - ERAANT

[np——

andanbvd msatey e (ASAGED o e 0 s 0. ot b0

[——

(o) BEMEL (HlIIHEEBRCAL /2%
K2R - eI KR = N EER

ot Heal Protsicmais

et e (B Mmumwm-\.‘

e e o ol s e ASI o el o
50 Sy e o e oo 18 s 3013 b e AR
TN 99T 309 51 i g iy, The ASIR ama

and Screening (CEWG). A risk-based screening approach
for women with different risk profiles was recommended. A
summary of the recommendations is as follows:

(@) Women at high risk (e.g. carriers of BRCA1/2 deleterious
mutations, having a strong family history of breast or
ovarian cancer) are recommended to seek advice
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from doctors and have mammography screening every
year.

Women at moderate risk (i.e. family history of only one first-degree
female relatfive with breast cancer diagnosed at or before the age
of 60 years; or two first-degree female relatives diagnosed with
breast cancer after the age of 50 years) are recommended to have
mammography screening every two years and should discuss with
their doctors the potential benefits and harms of breast cancer
screening before undergoing screening.

Other women at general population aged between 44 and 69
with certain combinations of personalised risk factors (including
presence of history of breast cancer among first-degree relative,
a prior diagnosis of benign breast disease, nulliparity and late age
of first live birth, early age of menarche, high body mass index and
physical inactivity) putting them at increased risk of breast cancer
are recommended to consider mammography screening every two
years. They should discuss with their doctors the potential benefits
and harms before undergoing mammography screening. A risk
assessment tool for local women (e.g. the one developed by the
University of Hong Kong which will be accessible to the public later)
is also recommended for estimating the risk of developing breast
cancer.

For details about the recommmendations, please visit https://www.chp.
gov.hk/files/pdf/breast cancer professional hp.pdf.

CHPi&EEf - 54988


www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/breast_cancer_professional_hp.pdf
www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/breast_cancer_professional_hp.pdf
www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/breast_cancer_professional_hp.pdf
www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/breast_cancer_professional_hp.pdf

01.2021

BEND YIS
AT EHKWEREE
Fh2019 kiR 5
RWEER > &%
ERREERE
BRI Yk
ALH#Bh - BT
@5 S HIEHHER
¥R o
To facilitate ethnic
minorities to receive
information on the prevention of COVID-19, the Health
Promotion Branch (HPB) of the DH sought assistance from

people with different ethnicities to produce videos in
different languages.
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The HPB of the DH collaborated with the HELP for Domestic
Workers, a non-governmental organisation, in organising an
online health talk targeting foreign domestic helpers on COVID-19

vaccines to strengthen their knowledge on COVID-19 vaccines
and encourage them to get vaccinated.

Lﬂ‘

29.03.2021

PR LREET AN BREE  AFTEERREERR
TtEe A LA ERE - 158 AREHEREB8HE
Kes Bt FIszseE -

Caritas Wellness Link organised a health talk and invited the
HPB of the DH to explain COVID-19 vaccines to people in the

community so as fo heighten their awareness on COVID-19
vaccines and encourage them to get vaccinated.
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The Head of the HPB of the DH, Dr Raymond Ho (second right), together
with colleagues of the HPB elaborated on information on COVID-19

vaccines to participants during a COVID-19 vaccination health talk
targeting ethnic minorities.
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The DH collaborated with the Hong Kong College of Community
Medicine and the Hong Kong College of Family Physicians to
jointly organise a webinar ‘Update on Breast Cancer Screening
Recommendations in Hong Kong by the Cancer Expert Working
Group (CEWG)’. More than 260 medical practitioners and allied
health professionals participated. The speakers were Dean of
Medicine, Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong
Kong, Professor Gabriel Leung and Chairman of the CEWG, Dr

Thomas Tsang. Head of Non-communicable Disease Branch of DH,
Dr Rita Ho, was the moderator.
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The HPB of the DH attended
an inferview with Metro Radio targeting ethnic minorities to enrich the
audience’s knowledge on the COVID-19 vaccines.




20215
Hand Hygiene Day 2021
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The Infection Control Branch of the CHP uses *Cover your Cough & Sneeze
Then Clean your Hands Please’ as the theme for Hand Hygiene Day 2021.

Jointly designed by students from UOW College Hong Kong, the poster, logo
and screen saver remind all on cough etiquettes and hand hygiene.
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Group photo of doctors and nurses from Infection Control Branch,
lecturer and students from UOW College Hong Kong
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Population Health Survey

BB ACRRERE - LEHEEEAONRERRRL - 2EMEADRRFAES 12020
FNRER  TRETAHI5EA -

To strengthen the Government’s information base to assess health status of the population of Hong Kong,
a territory-wide population health survey has commenced in November 2020 and is expected to last for
15 months.
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Thank You Letter to Healthcare Workers
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The DH received a letter from the Principal of Lung Cheung Government Secondary School in
March 2021 and was delighted to learn that it organised an essay competition named ‘Fight

COVID-19 - Thank You Letter to Healthcare Workers’ for their Secondary 2 students. Let’s share
some of the students’ outstanding work!
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