i

LT E
BT B THTENT
REEFIHTEE I E

The Centre for Health
Protection is a
professional arm of the

Department of Health for

disease prevention
and control

HP

f&1 = Pn & 1.0

Centre for Health Protection

Scientific Committee on Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases
and
Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases

Updated Consensus Recommendations on the
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In June 2026, the Scientific Committee on Vaccine
Preventable Diseases (SCVPD) and the Scientific Committee on
Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases (SCEZD) under the Centre for
Health Protection of the Department of Health (JSC) revisited the
recommendations related to COVID-19 vaccination for 2026-2027.

Booster vaccination

2. The World Health Organization (WHQO) Strategic Advisory
Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) reviewed the
recommendations on high-risk priority groups for COVID-19 booster
vaccination in its meeting in March 2026.1 No changes were made to
recommended priority groups. SAGE concluded that the overall
benefit-risk balance continued to favour vaccination, particularly
among populations at increased risk of serious COVID-19 outcomes.
As there is no change in the risk groups for severe COVID-19, the
JSC affirms that the prevailing recommendations on high-risk
priority groups for booster doses of COVID-19 vaccination, as
recommended in October 20252, remain unchanged.

1 https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/5a7e6a5d-2810-476a-a808-b62024b73728/content

2 https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/consensus recommendations on_the use of covid-19
vaccines_in_hong _kong oct2025.pdf



https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/5a7e6a5d-2810-476a-a808-b62024b73728/content
https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/consensus_recommendations_on_the_use_of_covid-19_vaccines_in_hong_kong_oct2025.pdf
https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/consensus_recommendations_on_the_use_of_covid-19_vaccines_in_hong_kong_oct2025.pdf

@

Choice of COVID-19 vaccine

3. In May 2026, the WHO Technical Advisory Group on
COVID-19 Vaccine Composition (TAG-CO-VAC) issued an updated
recommendation on the antigen composition of COVID-19 vaccines.?
Whilst monovalent LP.8.1 is the recommended vaccine antigen, other
antigens, such as XFG or NB.1.8.1, or other approaches that demonstrate
broad and robust neutralising antibody responses or efficacy against
currently circulating SARS-CoV-2 variants, could also be used.

4, Locally, COVID-19 activity has remained at a persistently low
level since the end of the last upsurge in June 2025. Currently, the
predominating SARS-CoV-2 variants in Hong Kong continue to be
descendant lineages of JN.1, including NB.1.8.1 and XFG. There is no
evidence to suggest that either NB.1.8.1 or XFG causes more severe
disease.

5. In view of the latest WHO recommendations and local
epidemiology, the JSC recommends LP.8.1, XFG, or NB.1.8.1 as
potential vaccine choices for 2026-2027.

June 2026
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3 https://www.who.int/news/item/16-05-2026-statement-on-the-antigen-composition-of-covid-19-
vaccines
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