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FAQs on Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Catch-up Vaccination
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General Question
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What is Human Papillomavirus?
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HPV is the name of a group of viruses that includes more than
150 genotypes. Around 40 of these viruses infect the genital
area. Some types of HPV can cause premalignant changes and
malignant cancers of cervix, vagina, vulva and anus.
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What is HPV vaccine?
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HPV vaccine is a prophylactic vaccine to prevent cervical cancer
as well as other HPV-related cancers or diseases. In Hong Kong,
HPV-16, 18, 31, 33, 45, 52, 58 accounted for about 90% of cases
of cervical cancer. All the above seven genotypes are included
in the 9-valent HPV vaccine.
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Why is HPV vaccination important?
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The HPV vaccination can provide protection against cervical
cancer and also reduces the risk of developing HPV related
cancers and infection.
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Who can join the HPV Vaccination Catch-up Programme and
how?
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The Government would provide catch-up vaccination to eligible
female Hong Kong residents who born between 2004 and 2008
and have not been covered by the Hong Kong Childhood
Immunisation Programme. The programme would be
implemented in three phases for about two years (2024-2026).

First phase targets full-time female students (including secondary
sections of special schools) studying Secondary Five or above (or
an equivalent grade) in Hong Kong. Secondary schools would
engage participating outreach vaccination teams to provide free
HPV vaccines to eligible female students.

Second phase targets female Hong Kong residents studying in
local post-secondary institutions or universities who were born
between 2004 and 2008. Outreach vaccination teams or
healthcare services clinics of institutions would provide HPV
catch-up vaccination services.

Third phase targets female Hong Kong residents born between
2004 and 2008 who have not yet completed their HPV
vaccination. Eligible female Hong Kong residents with eHealth
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registered account can make their appointment at Women
Wellness Satellites (WWSs) / WWS Service Points or designated
District Health Centres (DHC) / DHC Express under the Primary
Healthcare Commission (PHCC) of Health Bureau to receive free
HPV vaccination.
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Vaccine Administration
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What types of HPV vaccine is available under the
Government Catch-up Programme?
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Under the Government Catch-up Vaccination Programme, 9-
valent HPV vaccine is available.
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How many doses of HPV vaccine is required under the
Government Programme?
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Taking reference from the recommendation of the Scientific
Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases (SCVPD), a 2-dose
schedule for immunocompetent individuals and a 3-dose
schedule for individuals with immunocompromising conditions
would be provided under the Government Catch-up Programme.
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What is the recommended administration route and site?
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Intramuscularly at deltoid muscle.
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What should be noted before immunisation?
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Vaccination should be postponed in individuals suffering from an
acute severe febrile illness. However, the presence of a minor
illness, such as symptoms of mild upper respiratory tract infection
(common cold, cough etc.), is not a contraindication for
immunisation.
Currently there is no adequate scientific evidence to show an
additional benefit of receiving 9-valent HPV vaccine for those who
have completed vaccination with 2-valent or 4-valent HPV
vaccine. Therefore, no further 9-valent vaccine would be offered
for these individuals.
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Who should not receive HPV vaccine?
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People with the following conditions:

e Serious allergic reaction to any of the vaccine component,

or following a previous dose of HPV vaccine

e Aged below 9 years.

e Pregnancy.

e Severe allergic reaction to yeast (used in baking bread).
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What are the possible side effects of HPV vaccine?
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HPV vaccines are generally safe. Most students do not have
serious reactions after receiving HPV vaccination.
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Common side effects are similar to those from other vaccinations,
such as mild and short-lasting side effects (including headache,
dizziness, nausea and fatigue); soreness, redness or swelling at
the injection site; and fever.
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Is there any safety concern with HPV vaccine?
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HPV vaccines have been used worldwide for many years. After
extensive examinations of scientific evidence and information on
adverse reactions following HPV vaccination, the World Health
Organization and overseas health authorities have concluded that
HPV vaccines are safe and effective, and there is no evidence
that HPV vaccination will cause serious side effects.
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What to do if | feel discomfort after the administration of
HPV vaccine?
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HPV vaccines are generally safe. Most students do not have
serious reactions after receiving HPV vaccination. Common side
effects are usually mild and temporary which include soreness at
the injection site. Some students may experience fever, muscle
pain, and fatigue a few hours after vaccination. In most cases,
these symptoms would subside within a few days. If symptoms
persist, or if allergic reactions (such as hives or facial swelling) or
serious side effects occur, you should seek medical advice

promptly.

13

HPV i o] 7 B At o v [F] R 1327 2

Can HPV vaccine be given together with other vaccine?
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HPV vaccine can be co-administered with other vaccines under
informed consent.

HPV &t it 2k

Arrangement for HPV Catch-up Vaccination
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Why the HPV Vaccination is only provided to girls?
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Experts appraised data from overseas studies and the local
situation and noting there is no data related to the cost-
effectiveness and acceptance of administering the HPV vaccine
for boys. Although HPV vaccination to the boys can protect them
and reduce the risk of cervical cancer due to sexual contact
among girls in future, while the HPV vaccination coverage among
girls is considerably high to be over 90%, it is expected that there
would be minimal incremental benefit from adding HPV vaccine
to the routine for boys and therefore, it is not recommended to
include HPV vaccine in the HKCIP for boys.

However, parents may consult family doctors and choose to
vaccinate their boys for better personal protection under informed
consent.
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Why there are only 2 doses of HPV vaccine be provided
under the Government Vaccination Subsidy Scheme?
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According to the WHO, studies showed that vaccination with
fewer than three doses of HPV vaccine (e.g. one or two doses)
could effectively protect women against HPV16/18-related
cervical precancer. Based on the review findings that one-dose
HPV vaccination schedule provided protection comparable to
two-dose or three-dose schedule for at least 10 years, WHO also
recommended an off-label one-dose option for routine and catch-
up HPV vaccination. Girls aged between 9 to 20 years can follow
either a one-dose or a two-dose vaccination schedule, whereas
female aged 21 years or above should receive 2 doses.

Having reviewed the WHO recommendations, overseas practice
and scientific evidence, the SCVPD recommends maintaining a
two-dose schedule for immunocompetent individuals aged 9 to 14
years. For immmunocompetent individuals aged 15 years or above,
the three-dose schedule could be changed to two doses.
Nevertheless, SCVPD recommends a three-dose schedule for
individuals who are immunocompromised.
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Can private doctors self-arrange eligible girls to visit their
private clinics to receive the HPV vaccine?
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The operation of this catch-up programme will adopt outreach
mode, which is similar to Seasonal Influenza Vaccination School
Outreach (Free-of-Charge) Programme (SIVSOP). The vaccine
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will be provided and arranged by DH to facilitate doctors and their
outreach teams to provide HPV vaccination services within school
campuses. Prior to the outreach service, would doctors / medical
organization please discuss with schools regard to arrangement
details of vaccination day.
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If the eligible female student had previously received one
dose of HPV vaccine, can she still participate in the catch-up
programme?
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Yes. The Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases
recommends eligible females to receive two doses of HPV
vaccine, while immunocompromised persons can receive three
doses of HPV vaccine.

For eligible female Hong Kong residents who had previously
received one dose of HPV vaccine, she (immunocompetent) can
receive her 2" dose for completion of two-dose regimen under
the Government Catch-up Programme.

For eligible female Hong Kong residents  with
immunocompromising conditions, she will need to receive her 2"
or 3 dose at designed centres for completion of three-dose
regimen.

For vaccination arrangement, please refer to relevant press
release.
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https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202506/23/P2025062300564.htm
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202506/23/P2025062300617.htm?
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202506/23/P2025062300617.htm?

If the eligible female students have missed the vaccination
outreach activity at schools / post-secondary institutions
(first two phases), how can she receive her HPV catch-up
vaccine?
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Eligible females studying at local full-time secondary schools can
get HPV catch-up vaccine at the next school outreach vaccination
activity, or call a Student Health Service Centre / School
Immunisation Team sub-office to make an appointment for
reservation of a vaccination session (no walk-in session).

Please bring and show the valid identity document and
notification, a signed consent form, vaccination record, student’s
handbook or student’s verification document on the date of
receiving catch-up vaccination.

Eligible females studying at post-secondary institutions can get
HPV catch-up vaccine during the next outreach activity, or contact
the healthcare services clinics / Student Affairs Office for details.
For arrangement of institutions, please click here.

In addition, eligible female students who were unable to
participate in the school vaccination activities during the first two
phases can also make appointment by calling the Women
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https://www.chp.gov.hk/tc/features/108666.html#hpvcatchup_phase2
http://www.wws.org.hk/vaccine
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202506/23/P2025062300564.htm
https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/108666.html#hpvcatchup_phase2
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Wellness Satellite at 2855 1333 or through its website
(www.wws.org.hk/vaccine) to receive free HPV vaccine at the
WWS and its service points, or designated DHC/E. Please refer
to relevant press release for details.
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