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FAQs on Immunocompromised Persons
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Q1: Who are immunocompromised persons?
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Ans: Immunocompromised persons include:
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Cancer or hematological malignancy on active immunosuppressive
treatment now or in the past 12 months
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Recipients of solid organ transplant or stem cell transplant on
Immunosuppressive treatment
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Severe primary immunodeficiency or on chronic dialysis

A, W HABRREZ BRI B2 i 5 R

Advanced or untreated HIV disease
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On active immunosuppressive drugs, or immunosuppressive
chemotherapy / radiotherapy in past 6 months
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https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/medical_certificate_of_third_dose_eligibility_for_immunocompromised_persons.pdf
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Immunocompromised persons should bring the relevant medical certificate
to the designated vaccination venue on the day of the vaccination, in order

to confirm their eligibility to receive the COVID-19 vaccination in according
the schedule for immunocompromised persons. A medical certificate
template is available [for download here].

If the relevant medical certificate has been issued for their previous
COVID-19 vaccination, the immunocompromised persons can bring along
the relevant certificate within the validity period to get vaccinated.
Immunocompromised persons may also consult the on-site healthcare
staff direct if needed.
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Q2: Why the above persons would need to receive COVID-19 vaccine
according to the schedule for immunocompromised persons?
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Ans: World Health Organization stated that the immunocompromised
persons are at greater risk of severe COVID-19 and their immunogenicity
after vaccination are lower. Hence, immunocompromised persons should
receive an additional dose as part of an initial doses and receive booster
doses at appropriate times to lower the risks of serious illness and death.
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https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/medical_certificate_of_third_dose_eligibility_for_immunocompromised_persons.pdf
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Q3: How many doses are needed to complete initial doses and what
is the recommended dosing schedule for immunocompromised
persons under the Government Vaccination Programme?
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Ans: Regardless of history of infection, immunocompromised persons
should follow the vaccination schedule as below.
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Q4: If an immunocompromised child (aged 6 months to 4 years old)
has already received BioNTech toddler vaccine and not yet completed
4 doses of initial doses, but BioNTech toddler vaccine is no longer
available under the Government Vaccination Programme, can the child
receive Moderna vaccine to complete the initial doses?
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Ans: For immunocompromised children aged 6 months to 4 years old who
have received BioNTech toddler vaccine before but not yet completed
initial doses, they should receive one dose of Moderna vaccine 56 days
after the last dose. In addition to the vaccination schedule illustrated under
Q3, immunocompromised children are also considered to have completed
initial doses by receiving the following vaccines:

- One dose of BioNTech toddler vaccine and two doses of Moderna
vaccine; or

- Two doses of BioNTech toddler vaccine and two doses of Moderna
vaccine; or

Three doses of BioNTech toddler vaccine and one dose of Moderna
vaccine.
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Q5: When should an immunocompromised person receive the
booster ?
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Ans: If an immunocompromised person had completed his/her initial doses
under the Government Vaccination Programme, he/she should receive the
booster vaccine at least 180 days after their last dose or COVID-19
infection (whichever is later).

If they had received inactivated COVID-19 vaccine as their initial doses,
they may choose to receive the mRNA COVID-19 vaccine as their booster
doses.
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