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Government Vaccination 
Programme and Vaccination 

Subsidy Scheme

2018/19



• Aims

Protect public health 

Reduce risk of severe disease and 

mortality arising from influenza infection 

and its complications in high risk people

Minimise chance of invasive 

pneumococcal disease in elderly people



2018/19 Seasonal Influenza Vaccination
 The Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (VSS) will start on 10/10/2018

 The Government Vaccination Programme (GVP) will start on

24/10/2018

Subsidised or free seasonal influenza vaccination (SIV) will be

provided.

Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (VSS) :

 The VSS will extend to cover Hong Kong residents aged 50 or

above

 The subsidy for SIV under the VSS will also be increased from $190

to $210 per dose for all eligible groups

Government Vaccination Programme (GVP):

 The eligible groups and arrangements for free vaccination under the

GVP in 2018/19 will remain unchanged as 2017/18



Pneumococcal Vaccination

(Available throughout the year) 

• The Government has been providing one dose of free or subsidised

23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (23vPPV) to

elderly aged 65 years or above since 2009.

• To strengthen elderly’s immunity against pneumococcal infection,

starting from 2017/18, the Government has been providing eligible

elderly with high-risk conditions one dose of free or subsidised 13-

valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13) followed by one

dose of 23vPPV one year after

• Under the Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (VSS), the Government will

continue to provide one dose of subsidised 23vPPV to elderly

without high-risk conditions

• Starting from 10 October 2018 (2018/19 programme year), subsidy

level of 23vPPV will be increased from HK$190 to HK$250 per dose;

subsidy level of PCV13 is HK$730 per dose.



Pneumococcal Vaccination for the elderly

Eligible 

elderly aged 

65 years or 

above (count 

by year of 

birth)

Have not received 

any pneumococcal 

vaccination

Have received 

23vPPV

Have received 

PCV13

Have received 

both PCV13 and 

23vPPV

Without high-

risk 

conditions

One dose of 

23vPPV

No vaccination 

needed

No vaccination 

needed

No vaccination 

needed

With high-risk 

conditions

One dose of 

PCV13 followed by 

one dose of 

23vPPV one year 

after

One mop-up dose 

of PCV13 one year 

after the previous 

23vPPV 

One dose of 

23vPPV one year 

after the previous 

PCV13

No vaccination 

needed

Pneumococcal Vaccination

(Available throughout the year) 



High-risk conditions for free or subsidised 13-valent pneumococcal 

conjugate vaccine (PCV13) and seasonal influenza vaccination under the 

Government Vaccination Programme and Vaccination Subsidy Scheme

 History of invasive pneumococcal disease, cerebrospinal fluid leakage or

cochlear implant;

 Chronic cardiovascular (except hypertension without complications), lung,

liver or kidney diseases;

 Metabolic diseases including diabetes mellitus or obesity (Body Mass Index

30 or above);

 Immunocompromised states related to weakened immune system due to

conditions such as asplenia, Human Immunodeficiency Virus

infection/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome or cancer/steroid      

treatment;

 Chronic neurological conditions that can compromise respiratory functions or

the handling of respiratory secretions, or increase the risk of aspiration, or

those who lack the ability to take care of themselves

High-risk conditions for seasonal influenza vaccination also include:

 Children and adolescents (aged 6 months to 18 years) on long-term therapy.



Vaccination Programmes

Government Vaccination Programme (GVP) 
[including Residential Care Home Vaccination 
Programme (RVP)]

 Seasonal influenza vaccination 

 Pneumococcal vaccination to eligible elderly 
aged 65 years or above

 Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (VSS)

 Seasonal influenza vaccination 

 Pneumococcal vaccination to eligible elderly 
aged 65 years or above



Government Vaccination 

Programme

(GVP)



Government Vaccination Programme

 Elderly persons: Persons aged 65 years or above

 Comprehensive Social Security Assistance recipients or 

Hong Kong residents holding a valid Certificate for Waiver 

of Medical Charges issued by the Social Welfare 

Department:

 Persons aged between 50 and less than 65 years

 Persons aged less than 50 years with high-risk conditions 

attending public clinics

 Children aged between 6 months and less than 12 years; 

or aged 12 years or above studying in a primary school

 Pregnant women

 The following eligible persons can receive free seasonal 
influenza vaccination in the public sector under the 
Government Vaccination Programme:



Government Vaccination Programme

 Persons with high-risk conditions: 

 Paediatric out-patients with high-risk 

conditions or on long-term aspirin

 In-patients under Hospital Authority (HA)

 Persons with intellectual disability

 Disability Allowance recipients

 The following eligible persons can receive free seasonal 
influenza vaccination in the public sector under the 
Government Vaccination Programme:



Government Vaccination Programme

 Other persons:

 Residents of residential care homes for the elderly and residents 

of residential care homes for the persons with disabilities

 Healthcare workers working in Department of Health, HA or 

residential care homes for the elderly or the persons with 

disabilities

 Poultry workers or workers who may be involved in poultry-culling 

operations

 Pig farmers or pig-slaughtering industry personnel

For more information about the Government Vaccination Programme

and the designated public clinics, please visit the Centre for Health 

Protection website:

https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/18630.html

 The following eligible persons can receive free seasonal 
influenza vaccination in the public sector under the 
Government Vaccination Programme:

https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/18630.html


Eligible groups of Hong Kong residents Free Pneumococcal Vaccination

1) Community-living elderly* with high-risk conditions 

attending public clinics

a) Elderly who have not 

received any pneumococcal 

vaccination before:

One dose of PCV13 followed 

by one dose of 23vPPV one 

year after

b) Elderly who have received 

23vPPV before:                                       

One mop up dose of PCV13 

one year after the previous 

23vPPV

c) Elderly who have received 

PCV13 before:

One mop up dose of 23vPPV 

one year after the previous 

PCV13

d) Elderly have received both 

PCV13 and 23vPPV:

No vaccination needed

2) Community-living elderly* who are CSSA (Comprehensive 

Social Security Assistance) recipients or holders of a valid 

Certificate for Waiver of Medical Charges (with/ without 

high-risk conditions)

3) Residents of Residential Care Home for the Elderly 

(RCHE)/ Residents aged 65 or above of Residential Care 

Home for Persons with disabilities (RCHD) (with/without 

high-risk conditions)

4) Elderly* in-patients under Hospital Authority

(with high-risk conditions；e.g. in-patients in infirmary, 

psycho-geriatric, mentally ill or mentally handicapped units/ 

wards)

Government Vaccination Programme

*Elderly aged 65 or above



Government Vaccination Programme

• Place of vaccinations

HA clinics and hospitals

DH clinics

Residential care homes, designated 

institutions serving PID (under Residential 

Care Home Vaccination Programme (RVP)

• For details:
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/18630.html



• Eligibility
Seasonal influenza vaccination

All residents/boarders and staff in 
residential care homes

PID receiving service at designated 
day care centres, shelter workshops 
and special schools

Pneumococcal vaccination 

Residents live in residential care 
homes for the elderly; 

Residents/ boarders aged 65 or 
above and live in residential care 
homes for persons with disabilities

Residential Care Home Vaccination Programme

 Part of Government Vaccination Programme



Residential Care Home Vaccination Programme

 Vaccines provided by Government

 Free vaccination

 Visiting Medical Officer (VMO) to provide 
vaccination service in residential care homes or
designated institutions serving PID

 VMO claims a fee of $70 per injection via 
eHealth System after service



Vaccination Subsidy 

Scheme (VSS)



Eligible Groups of Seasonal Influenza 

Vaccination under VSS

• The following groups of Hong Kong residents are eligible:

 Pregnant women;

 Elderly aged 65 years or above;

 Persons aged between 50 and 64 years (count by year of 

birth) (New eligible group 2018/19);

 Children aged between 6 months to under 12 years or 

attending a primary school in Hong Kong (on the day 

receiving vaccination) ;

 Persons with intellectual disability (PID) ;

 Persons receiving Disability Allowance (PDA) 



Subsidised Pneumococcal Vaccination under VSS 

(Available throughout the year) 

Subsidised Pneumococcal Vaccination for the elderly

Eligible 

elderly aged 

65 years or 

above (count

by year of 

birth)

Have not received 

any pneumococcal 

vaccination

Have received 

23vPPV

Have received 

PCV13

Have received 

both PCV13 and 

23vPPV

Without high-

risk 

conditions

Subsidise one 

dose of 23vPPV

No vaccination 

needed

No vaccination 

needed

No vaccination 

needed

With high-

risk 

conditions

Subsidise one 

dose of PCV13 

followed by one 

dose of 23vPPV 

one year after

Subsidise one 

mop-up dose of 

PCV13 one year 

after the 

previous 23vPPV 

Subsidise one 

dose of 23vPPV 

one year after the 

previous PCV13

No vaccination 

needed



VSS 2018/19

• Seasonal influenza vaccination and pneumococcal
vaccination services are provided by private medical
doctors enrolled in the VSS

• Details of enrolled doctors and service charges are
uploaded in CHP’s website (www.chp.gov.hk)

• Government subsidy

 Seasonal influenza vaccination (trivalent or 
quadrivalent seasonal influenza vaccine):

• Increase to $210 per dose

• Up to 2 doses for children aged under 9 years
who have never received influenza vaccination

 Pneumococcal vaccination:

• 23vPPV --- will be increased to $250 per dose
(with effect from 10 October 2018)

• PCV13 --- $730 per dose

http://www.chp.gov.hk/


Government subsidy, 
clinic services and 
charges 

Scheme Poster

Scheme Logo 



Step 1. Select a private medical doctor enrolled in
the Vaccination Subsidy Scheme

Step 2. Bring along one’s HK resident identity
documents, vaccination card (if any) and
other required documents

Step 3. Fill in and sign the Consent to Use
Vaccination Subsidy Form (For persons
aged under 18 years or with mental
incapacitation, the form should be
signed by parents / guardians)

Steps to Take to Receive Vaccination 

under VSS



• The following persons should bring along the required 
documents and submit a copy:

 Children aged 12 years or above but attending a primary
school: student card or handbook

 PID: Registration Card for People with Disabilities (with
indication of intellectual disability), or a certificate
certifying the person is a PID or eligible for VSS 2018/19
issued by a registered doctor or the person in-charge
from the designated institutions serving the PID

 PDA: the letter issued by the Social Welfare Department
informing their successful application for Disability
Allowance (vaccination date should fall within the period
of receiving DA)

Other Documents Required under 

VSS



Consent to Use Vaccination Subsidy Scheme

Consent forms are obtainable from:

•CHP website 

•Enrolled clinics



Start Date

Start Date Type of Programme

Available throughout 

the year

Pneumococcal vaccination for the elderly

- Government Vaccination Programme

- Vaccination Subsidy Scheme

10/10/2018
Influenza vaccination

- 2018/19 Vaccination Subsidy Scheme

24/10/2018

Influenza vaccination

- 2018/19 Government Vaccination 

Programme

- 2018/19 Residential Care Home 

Vaccination Programme



For updated information

Hotline: 2125 2125

Website: www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/17980.html 


