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Diphtheria vaccine was

incorporated in childhood
immunisation programme
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No diphtheria cases
were recorded since
the last fatal case
occurred in 1982

Diphtheria was a significant cause of childhood
mortality before the widespread use of diphtheria
vaccines. The disease continues to occur or
resurge in countries with low vaccination
coverage.

In Hong Kong, following the introduction of mass
immunisation in 1956, cases of diphtheria began
to decline drastically, to no more than two cases in
the late 1970s. Since the last fatal case in 1982, no
diphtheria cases were recorded.

Completing the three-dose primary series with
booster vaccination at appropriate intervals is
essential to reduce the risk of diphtheria across all
age groups.

Local immunisation coverage of diphtheria stayed
at 95% or above as estimated by the 2021
Immunisation Survey on Preschool Children.

To continue the hard-won success in the battle
against diphtheria, children should receive the
required doses of diphtheria vaccine for timely
and adequate protection against the disease.
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