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Poultry industry workers/ pig farmers/ pig-slaughtering industry personnel
Seasonal Influenza (Influenza) Vaccination
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(The Lancet Infectious Diseases. 2013 Sep; 13(9): 769-76)
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Get influenza vaccination now
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Starting in October/November each year (please take note
of the Government’'s announcement), persons working in
the industries please bring along the referral letters from
the related Departments, their vaccination records, and
Identity Cards, to the designated General Out-patient
Clinics under the Hospital Authority for free influenza
vaccination.




Why should poultry industry workers receive

seasonal influenza vaccine?

Poultry industry workers have higher chance of contacting
highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses.

Influenza vaccination can prevent seasonal influenza in
humans, and hence minimise the chance of concomitant
infections of human seasonal influenza and avian
influenza viruses. This in turn minimises the risk of
genetic re-assortment and eventual emergence of a
novel influenza A virus.
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Why should pig farmers and pig-slaughtering
industry personnel receive seasonal influenza

vaccine?

Researchers previously detected influenza A(H1N1)pdm09
(formerly known as Human Swine Influenza) viruses in pigs
sampled in Hong Kong.

Local experts considered that the influenza
A(H1N1)pdmO089 virus detected in pigs was transmitted from
humans to pigs. Swine influenza viruses circulating in pigs
might infect humans in rare occasions.

Influenza vaccination of pig-related industry workers can
prevent seasonal influenza among them, and hence
minimise the chance of concomitant infections of human
seasonal influenza and swine influenza viruses in either
humans or pigs. This in turn minimises the risk of genetic
re-assortment and eventual emergence of a novel influenza
A virus.




Who should receive seasonal influenza

vaccination?

As serious influenza infection and even death can
occur in healthy individuals, except those with known
contraindications, all persons aged 6 months or above
should receive influenza vaccination for personal protection
every year.
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What are the possible side effects of the

inactivated influenza vaccine?

Inactivated influenza vaccine is very safe and usually well
tolerated apart from occasional soreness, redness or
swelling at the injection site.

Some recipients may experience fever, muscle pain, and
tiredness beginning 6 to 12 hours after vaccination and
lasting up to two days. If fever or discomforts persist, please
consult a doctor. Immediate severe allergic reactions like
hives, swelling of the lips or tongue, and difficulties in
breathing are rare and require emergency consultation.

Influenza vaccination may be rarely followed by serious
adverse events such as Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS)
(1 to 2 cases per million vaccines) and severe allergic
reaction (anaphylaxis) (9 per 10 million doses distributed).
However, influenza vaccination may not necessarily have
causal relations with these adverse events.

Studies have shown that the risk of GBS after influenza
infection (17.20 per million infected persons) is much higher
than after influenza vaccination (1.03 per million vaccine

" recipients).

(The Lancet Infectious Diseases. 2013 Sep; 13(9): 769-76)
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