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Updates on Vaccination Programmes and Schemes 2012/13 

 

 

 This paper provides a brief on the 2012/13 seasonal influenza and 

pneumococcal vaccination programmes launched by the Government.  

The related vaccination statistics can be found at the Annex 1. 

 

 

The Scientific Committee’s Recommendation on Seasonal Influenza 

Vaccination for the 2012/13 Season 

 

2. The priority target groups for influenza vaccination recommended in 

the 2012/13 season by the Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable 

Diseases (SCVPD) under the Centre for Health Protection (CHP) remain 

the same as those recommended in the 2011/12 season.  

 

 

Vaccination Programmes and Schemes 

 

Government Vaccination Programme (GVP) 

 

3.  Free seasonal influenza vaccination is provided by the Department 

of Health (DH) and Hospital Authority (HA) from 1 November 2012 for 

the following target groups under GVP 2012/13:  

 

 All pregnant women receiving CSSA;  

 Elderly persons living in residential care homes;  

 Long-stay residents of institutions for the disabled;  

 Persons aged 50 or above receiving CSSA;  

 Elderly persons aged 65 or above with chronic medical problems 

attending public clinics;  

 Persons with chronic medical problems* receiving CSSA and 
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attending public clinics and some long-stay in-patients of the HA with 

chronic medical problems 

 Paediatric out-patients under HA with chronic medical problems or on 

long-term aspirin; 

 Children between the age of 6 months and less than 6 years from 

families receiving CSSA;  

 Healthcare workers of DH, HA and other Government departments, as 

well as health care workers in elderly homes or institutions for the 

disabled;  

 Poultry workers or workers who may be involved in the poultry 

culling; and  

 Pig farmers and pig-slaughtering industry personnel. 

 

* People with chronic medical problems mainly refer to those who have chronic 

cardiovascular (except hypertension without complication), lung, metabolic or kidney 

diseases, obesity (BMI30), who are immunocompromised, children and adolescents 

(aged 6 months to 18 years) on long-term aspirin therapy, and those with chronic 

neurological condition that can compromise respiratory function or the handling of 

respiratory secretions or that can increase the risk for aspiration or those who lack the 

ability to care for themselves. 

 

4. Elders aged 65 or above under the Programme who have not received 

pneumococcal vaccination previously are also eligible for one dose of 

free pneumococcal vaccine. 

 

5. Target group members can receive the vaccinations at HA or DH 

clinics as appropriate.  Eligible residents and staff of residential care 

homes for the elderly and disabled receive vaccinations given by Visiting 

Medical Officers (VMOs) of the institutions under the Residential Care 

Home Vaccination Programme (RVP). The VMO will be reimbursed at 

$50 per vaccine injection by the Government. 

 

Elderly Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (EVSS) 

 

6. From 24 September 2012 onwards, elders aged 65 years or above can 

receive Government subsidy to get seasonal influenza vaccination from 

enrolled private doctors under the EVSS 2012/13.  Those who have no 

previous pneumococcal vaccination are also eligible for subsidy to 

receive the vaccination once.  A subsidy of HK$130 (HK$80 vaccine 

cost + HK$50 injection cost) and HK$190 (HK$140 vaccine cost + 

HK$50 injection cost) will be reimbursed to the enrolled doctor for each 
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dose of seasonal influenza vaccine and pneumococcal vaccine 

administered to eligible recipient.  The Government encourages no extra 

fees to be charged from elders by the enrolled private doctors. We will 

continue to use the “eHealth System” for vaccination subsidy claims 

under EVSS. 

 

7. Elders can receive subsidized vaccinations by bringing their 

vaccination records and identity document to any one of the enrolled 

private doctor’s clinic.  For the sake of transparency, enrolled doctors 

have to indicate clearly the service fees they charge at their clinic.  The 

enrolled doctors’ practice addresses, telephone numbers and service fees 

have been uploaded onto the Centre for Health Protection website 

(www.chp.gov.hk) to facilitate choice. 

 

Childhood Influenza Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (CIVSS) 

 

8. From 24 September 2012 onwards, the Government also continued 

to provide subsidy for children aged between 6 months and below 6 years 

who are not eligible for GVP to receive seasonal influenza vaccination 

from enrolled private doctors under CIVSS 2012/13.  In order to 

encourage parents to bring the children to private doctors for vaccination, 

the subsidy for childhood influenza vaccination in 2012/13 has been 

increased from HK$80 to HK$130 with the addition of HK$50 injection 

fee per dose of influenza vaccination, up to a maximum of two doses (for 

children who have no previous seasonal influenza vaccination).  As in 

EVSS, the Government will directly reimburse the subsidy amount to 

enrolled doctors.  The mode of operation and use of eHealth System in 

CIVSS is similar to that of EVSS. 

 

 

Statistics on 2012/13 Seasonal Influenza Vaccination 

 

9. As of 14 April 2013, over 461,000 doses of seasonal influenza 

vaccine have been administered to target group members under the GVP 

and the Vaccination Subsidy Schemes (VSS), which is 14% (or 56,000 

doses) higher than the same period last year.  This figure has already 

exceeded the full-year total of 408,000 doses in 2011/12.  

 

http://www.chp.gov.hk/


4 

 
  

Statistics by Programme / Schemes 

 

10. For GVP alone, the number of doses administered is 240,000 doses 

which is 3% (or 7,800 doses) higher than the same period last year.  

This figure has already exceeded the full-year total of 234,000 doses in 

2011/12. 

 

11. For VSS, the number of doses administered is 221,000 doses which 

is 28% (or 49,000 doses) higher than the same period last year.  This 

figure has already exceeded the full-year total of 174,000 doses in 

2011/12. 

 

Statistics in respect of Target Groups 

 

12. For children, over 63,000 children received seasonal influenza 

vaccine under GVP and VSS so far representing a net increase of 36% 

(or 17,000 children) as compared with the same period last year.   

 

13. For elderly aged 65 or above, over 320,000 elders received seasonal 

influenza vaccine under GVP and VSS so far representing a net increase 

of 8% (or 24,000 persons) as compared with the same period last year.   

 

14. For healthcare workers, over 31,000 healthcare workers received 

seasonal influenza vaccine under GVP representing a net increase of 16% 

(or 4,000 persons) as compared with the same period last year.  This 

figure has already exceeded the full-year total in 2011/12 which is 27,000 

persons. 

 

 

Publicity  

 

15. The overall influenza activities have been enhanced for the year 

2012/13. The publicity emphasized on the safety and efficacy of the 

seasonal influenza vaccination as well as the increase of subsidy in 

eligible children through a variety of channels. Clinical experts were 

involved in promoting the vaccination for this season.  

 

16. The following publicity activities have been held since July 2012: 

(Important publicity activities are summarised in Annex 2.)   

 Briefing sessions on Government Vaccination Programme, 

Vaccination Subsidy Schemes and Residential Care Home 
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Vaccination Programme; 

 Press stand up and press releases on Vaccination Programmes 

2012/2013 arrangement; 

 Senior health officials and professionals took the lead in 

receiving influenza vaccination and advocated the general 

public and healthcare workers to receive the vaccination 

through press conference, visit to public clinics and targeted 

video clips posted online; 

 Media interviews: Apart from TV interview for promotion of 

VSS, interview with with obstetrician and family medicine 

consultant on radio and newspapers were also arranged for 

promotion of vaccination among children and pregnant women;  

 Publicity via APIs (TV and radio) are being broadcasted; 

 Upload vaccination statistics and information on AEFI to CHP 

designated website; 

 Production and distribution of new posters and pamphlets, 

DVD with VSS APIs and infotainments on influenza 

vaccinations included;  

 Health talks, publicity in Health Festival, advertisements in 

public transportations, local magazine, free newspaper and 

smart phone apps;  

 Promulgation of vaccination programmes/ subsidy schemes 

online with the CHP bulletin for healthcare professionals and 

community publications for the public;  

 Public and private clinics, public housing estates, community 

partners and District Councils also helped in disseminating the 

information on the vaccination schemes and programmes;  

 Email updates to CIVSS & EVSS enrolled doctors and medical 

associations/union on latest statistics and activities related to 

influenza vaccination programmes; and 

 Letters and a set of questions and answers were sent to poultry 

and pig farms and trade associations to remind these workers to 

receive seasonal vaccination. Promotion was also done through 

FEHD and AFCD to poultry retailers and wholesalers and 

pig-slaughtering industry personnel. 

 

 

Vaccination Office 

Centre for Health Protection 

Department of Health 

April 2013 
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Annex 1 

 

Statistics on 2012/13 Government Vaccination Programme (GVP)  

(as at 14 Apr 2013) 

 

 

Category of target clients 

No. of  

seasonal influenza vaccines 

administered 

No. of  

pneumococcal 23vPPV 

vaccines administered 

 I.   Elderly persons living in residential care home 48 825 3 135 

 II.  Long-stay residents of institutions for the 

     disabled 
11 162 58 

 III.  Elderly persons aged 65 years or above with 

chronic illness and followed up in public  

     clinics 

129 806 8 976 

 IV. Persons aged 50 years or above receiving CSSA 
1 849 

 

 V.  Persons under 65 years with chronic illness who 

are receiving CSSA or long-stay HA in-patients  
8 975 

 VI.  Healthcare workers of DH, HA and other      

     Government departments, as well as those in 

residential care homes 

31 374 

 VII. Children between the age of 6 months and less 

than 6 years from families receiving CSSA  
3 563 

 VIII. Pregnant women on CSSA 17 

 IX. Poultry workers 4 390 

 X.  Pig farmers / pig slaughtering industry 

personnel 
208 

Total  240 169 12 169 
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Statistics on 2012/13 

Childhood Influenza Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (CIVSS)  

and Elderly Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (EVSS) 

(as at 14 Apr 2013) 

 

 

CIVSS 

 

Seasonal influenza vaccination 

 

 No. of doses administered (based on claims) 80 165 

 No. of children receiving at least one dose 60 040 

 

 

 

EVSS 

 

 

Seasonal influenza 

vaccination 

 

Pneumococcal 

vaccination 

 No. of doses administered (based on claims) 141 086 16 838 
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Annex 2 

 

Publicity Activities of GVP, CIVSS and EVSS 2012/13 

 

Date Event 

July 2012 SC paper uploaded to CHP website 

July 2012 Media stand-up for Vaccination Subsidy Schemes 2012/13 

July 2012 
Letter to doctors to inform increase in subsidy level and scheme 

details 

Aug 2012 Conjoint Briefing Sessions to doctors (CIVSS & EVSS) 

Aug 2012 
Briefing Session to DH coordinators of seasonal influenza 

vaccination 

Aug – Sep 2012 
Launch of CHP website on Vaccination Programmes (VSS, GVP & 

RVP) 

Sep 2012 

 

 RVP Briefing Sessions to Residential Care Homes  

 RVP Briefing Session to Visiting Medical Officers (VMOs) 

Sep 2012 

 Distribute promotion materials and consent form cum leaflet on 

CIVSS in MCHC  

 Provides powerpoint slides of flu vaccination for briefing / talks 

in MCHC 

24 Sep 2012 

Launch date of CIVSS and EVSS 2012/13  

 API launching  

 Media stand-up and press release to inform public the start of 

programmes 

Sep – Oct  2012 
Media interviews involving the participation of obstetrician and 

family medicine consultation (e.g. TV, radio, newspapers) 

Sep 2012 – Jan 

2013 

VSS API broadcasting at 460 private clinics ( through Alfax 

International Ltd) 

Sep 2012 – Jan 

2013 

 Distribute information paper to DCs, NGOs and HCPs through 

CLD 

 Articles in DH and CHP newsletters and CD Watch  

 Articles for the community (e.g. the Community Health 

Partnership Communication, 灣仔健康城市季刋 

Oct 2012 
Upload vaccination statistics and information on AEFI to CHP 

website  

18 Oct 2012 

DH staff vaccination starts 

 Send email to DH HCW to encourage vaccination with video of 

DoH 

 Poster to encourage HCW vaccination 

 Souvenirs (badge) for DH & HA HCW who have received 

vaccination 
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Oct 2012  

 

 Distribution of publicity materials to Social Welfare 

Department to notify target person who are CSSA recipients 

 Letters to children in CSSA families to remind them to get 

seasonal influenza vaccination 

 Distribute new poster and pamphlet for pregnant women 

through antenatal clinics under DH and HA 

1 Nov 2012 
Launch date of GVP and RVP 

 Press release on GVP and RVP 

Oct 2012 

onwards 

Promotion through internet e.g. GVP banner in HA website, Icons, 

CIVSS and GVP messages uploaded onto FHS main page, banner 

and news & event message put on FHS 'Parents Made Easy' 

webpage, FHS Parent-Child e-link (親子一點通) send out 

e-message to members to remind them of CIVSS , Baby Kingdom 

iPhone app, VSS Banner on GovHK website homepage, Vaccination 

Schemes banner in SWD homepage 

Nov 2012 VSS API display in Central and Western District Health Festival 

Nov 2012  
SFH, USFH, PSH and HA representatives visit GOPD and receive 

vaccination 

Nov 2012 – Jan 

2013 

Enhanced publicity on CIVSS, EVSS and for pregnant women, e.g. 

broadcasting APIs in MTR, in-stream ads in tvb.com, rolling text in 

Housing Authority managed TVs, banner or apps on website 

homepages of government departments and Baby Kingdom, 

advertisement on KMB Bus , Sunday KISS magazine and Headline 

Daily (with QR code for our website and coupon for souvenir) 

Nov 2012 to Mar 

2013 

Health talks with ppt on CIVSS and infotainment and VSS API in 

Pre-primary institutions workshops 

Dec 2012 – Jan 

2013  

Distribute DVD with 11 DH APIs (including API on VSS) and 4 

Infotainments on seasonal influenza for high risk groups, children 

and elderly and HCW to DH and HA clinics, and VSS enrolled 

doctors 

Dec 2012  
Reminder message to DH HCW to encourage vaccination with video 

of DoH 

1 Jan 2013 Mop up vaccination for RCHE and RCHD residents / staff 

Jan 2013 

 Press release to urge influenza vaccination for target groups 

 Reminder message to DH HCW to encourage vaccination with 

video of DoH 

 Step up broadcasting of VSS API in TV/Radio 
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Jan – Feb 2013 

Enhanced publicity on CIVSS, EVSS and for pregnant women (third 

round), e.g. advertisement on City Bus and New World First Bus on 

HK Island, display APIs on Buzplay (bus TV), and advertisement on 

Headline Daily with QR code for our website and coupon for 

souvenir, banners and in-train cards in East, West and MOS Rails 

Apr 2013 
Resent letter for vaccination arrangement to poultry workers, pig 

farmers and pig-slaughtering industry personnel 
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Appendix 

 

Distribution of Avian Influenza A(H7N9) cases  

in Mainland China, as of April 18, 2013 

 

Province Cumulative 

count 

No. of 

deaths 

First case 

reporting date 

Latest case 

reporting date 

Anhui 

Province 

3 1 31/03/2013 15/04/2013 

Beijing 

Municipality 

1 0 13/04/2013 13/04/2013 

Henan 

Province 

3 0 14/04/2013 18/04/2013 

Jiangsu 

Province 

21 3 02/04/2013 18/04/2013 

Shanghai 

Municipality 

32 11 31/03/2013 18/04/2013 

Zhejiang 

Province 

27 2 03/04/2013 18/04/2013 

Total 87 17   

 

 

 


